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A Defence, &c. 


© And after five days Ananias, the high - prieſt, deſcended 
with the elders, and with a certain orator, named Tertal- 
las; who informed the povernor againſt Paul. And when 
he was called forth, Tertulſus began to accuſe him, ſay. 
ing We have found this man a peſtilent fellow, and a 
mover of ſedition among all the Jews throughout the 
world, and a ring-leaderof the ſect called Nazarenes: 
who had alſo gone about to profane the temple, whom 
we took, and would have judged according to our law, 
but the chief captain Lyſias came upon us, and with 
great violence took him away out of our hands, com- 
manding his accuſers to come unto thee; by — 
of whom, thyſelf mayeſt take knowledge of all theſe 
things whereof we accuſe him. Then Paul anſwer- 
ed—They neither found me in the temple diſputing with 
any man, neither raiſing up the people, neither in the 
ene nor in the city: Neither can they prove the 

hings whereof they now accuſe me. Acts xxiv. 1, &c. 
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7 HEN Mr. Benfon-anſwered Meſſts. Tatham and 
| Ruſſel he met their arguments fairly, and con- 
futed his opponents by the infallible word of God. He 
endeavoured to guard his pen againſt abuſive language, 
and his anſwers 4 honour to the Methodiſt connexion. — 
Mr. Ruſſel ſtooped to language degrading to the clerical 
order, bat Mr. Benfon, though very keen, and in ſome 
1 places ſatirical, did not debaſe his cauſe with epithets re- 
* proachful to chriſtianity. Happy would it have been for him 
and his brethren, had they carefully avoided the appearance 
of evil, in their late publications. Perhaps nothing has 
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Hurt their cauſe ſo much, as the ſpirit which they diſcover 
in their writings. It would be very eaſy to 1mitate their 
example, and to give place to /czrrilous language, fitter for 
Billingſgate than for a miniſter of «Jeſus Chriſt. 1 hope, by 
the grace of God, to avoid every thing that would juſtly 
offend the moſt pious and ſincete in the religion of Jeſus. 
The firſt part of the pamphlet is introductory :—it is 
an attack upon the paſſions of the people. It will be no- 
iced in the following pages. There are two things which 
the reader will be kind enough to keep in view. 


1. That the preachers who attack us, ſtudiouily keep out 


of ſight the principal ſubjects of diſpute. LS 
2. They raiſe an hoſt of imaginary foes, which they re- 
preſent in a moſt formidable manner, and attack with all 
their might. OS. hs - RET | 
1. The following ſubjects are the chief object of our 
complaint: and which we earneſtly deſire may be ſpeedily 
altered, for the glory of God, and the good of his cauſe. 
1. An aſſiſtant preacher, with the help of a leader, can re- 
ceive members to, or exclude them from the ſociety, with- 
out the knowledge or conſent of the people. There is no. 
poſitive law to the,contrary, And all the arguments Mr. 


| Benſon, or any of his friends have brought forward on this: 


head, do not in the leaſt invalidate this aſſertion. Becauſe 
ſaying, It is our cuſtom, or our rule? to conſult, is nothing. 
There is no law to bind any aſſiſtant preacher to do it.— 
Many preachers act contrary to what is called © general 
cuſtom,? in receiving members to, or excluding them from 
the ſociety, and are accountable to none but the conference. 
for their conduct. 5 „ 

2. An aſſiſtant preacher can, of his own will, appoint or 


4 


remove leaders, and town and circuit ſtewards, without the 


knowledge or conſent of the people. There is no Jaw that 


requires him to conſult a leaders? meeting, and act in con- 


junction with the brethren, in this buiineſs. What is ge- 


neral cuſtom or rule, if it is not binding: Where is 
there a circuit, which could not produce facts, that aſſiſtant 


preachers have appointed to, or removed from their of- 
fice, leaders, and town and circuit ſtewards, often againſt the 
conſent of the people, and to their grief and ſorrow. 

3. An aſſiſtant preacher, before the laſt conference, 
could appoint local preachers, give them plans, and fend 


them to different places, without aſking any perſon in the 


Circuit 
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get them appointed to circuits, without either gor 
individuals, or- leaders“ or quarterly meetings. And the al- 


FP (9) 
circuit a queſtion on the ſubject. This has been done in a 
number of places, to the grief of thouſands. A new rule 
was made laſt Auguſt on this head, which is calculated toe. 
be of ſervice to the connexion. „„ 
4. When I wrote the 18 of. Liberty, an aſſiſtant. 


preacher could recommend different perſons to travel, and 
ſulting. 


teration that has taken place on this head, at the laſt con- 
ference only requires, that thoſe who come out to travel, 
ſhould be mentioned in leaders“ and quarterly meetings.— 
The preachers reſerve the power of approving and appointing 
to the diſtrict meetings and the conference, where none are 
preſent but themſelves. : 17 
5. When perſons are brought out on trial to travel, the. 
preachers can admit them into full connexion, without aſk- 
ing the people a queſtion on. the ſubject. They can do. 
this when the perſons on trial are far from being accept. 
able to the circuits where they have laboured. as not 
this been done in a number of inſtances, fince the death of 


Mr. Weſley.? 


6. Aſſiſtant preachers, with their colleagues, can receive 
the money collected quarterly, the yearly, Kingſwood- 
ſchool, and the preachers' fund collections, in a vaſt. 
number of places, without the people knowing what is 
received, and whether the money be paid in or not, that 
they know is received. This is particularly the cafe with 
the preachers? fund collection. All the regulations on this 
head do not require, that a preacher ſhould be conſtrained 
to receive thoſe collections from the hands of ſtewards, or 
other reſpectable perſons, after they have been properly 
entered into the books belonging. to the different ſocieties. 
If the preacher be required to leave an aecount of the groſs 
ſums he has received from the different ſocieties, for tlie 
yearly collection, Kingſwood-ſchool, and preachers? fund, 
upon the plan he gives to his ſucceſſor, or in the circuit- 
book, he is by no means required to bring notes from the 
different places where the collections were made, to witneſs 
that the accounts are exact. | 

7. The preachers of a diſtrict can meet, together when 
they pleaſe, and conſider ſubjects of the greateſt importance 
to the different ſocieties, and not admit a fingle perſon to. 
ve preſent from the people. This is done every year.— 

5 1 Perſons 
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Perſons that place 2 5 confidence in man may be 


ſatisfied ; but ſenſible, thinking men, conſider this as con- 
trary to the intereſts of the people. Ee INIT 

8. Once a year, preachers from every part of the con- 
nexion meet together, without the people being allowed 
to have a ſingle repreſentative among them. They exa- 
mine each others character.—They divide circuits as 
they pleaſe—They receive members to, or expel them 


from their body They diſburſe the collections according 


to the counſel of their own will—They abrogate, alter, or 


make laws, binding upon the ſocieties every where, with- 


out conſulting them They appoint each other to ſupply 
the circuits for the next year They either publiſh or not 
the different accounts of the collections And fince they 
detailed them, they have publiſhed contradictory accounts, 
calculated to bewilder the reader. All the affairs of con- 
ference are managed ſolely by the preachers. The peo- 
ple are not allowed to have a ſingle voice or a repreſenta- 
tive in that aſſembly. This ſyſtem is the object of my 
attack in the pieces which I have publiſhed. Others have 
expoſed it in ſtrong terms. In my pamphlets, I illuſtrated 


the different things objected againſt, by facts, manifeſted 


in the conduct of ſeveral preachers. If I had not done 
this many perſons would have declared, that though the 


ſyſtem cannot be juſtified, the conduct of the preachgrs 


has never been found to militate againſt the rules laid down 
by Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles. Men may act contrary 


to the goſpel, upon the beſt ſyſtems ; but where a plan is 


eſtabliſhed, that places frong temptation in the way, it is 
eaſy to be entangled and brought into bondage. Theſe 
brethren aſk, Is chriſtianity to be blamed for the faults of 
its profeſſors? And is the Methodift ſyſtem wrong, be- 
Cauſe a few rare inſtances have occurred, of perſons who 
avowed an atatchment to it, and yet became wicked, and 
caſt off the reſtraints of it ?? 

If chriſtianity propoſed a ſyſtem of rules ſimilar to the 
above, which are the object of our attack, and miniſters 
acted contrary to the intere!!s of the people under it, 
would not ſome of the blame reit upon the ſyſtem ? But 
if Methodiſm and chriſtianity differ in the points we con- 
trovert, we may ſeek to have good rules eſtabliſhed, with- 
out taking any ſteps to overthrow the chriſtian Te: 

| TT | | ; Now, 
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Now, I appeal to Mr. Benſon and his friends, whether 
or not they acted with candour, when they purpoſely 
avoided meeting the ſubject? Have they in any part of 
this pamphlet, or in any other, attempted to prove, that no 
ſuch ſyſtem exiſts among us? They are conſcious, that 
were they to meet the ſubject fairly, it would be impoſſible 
to Juſtify the meaſures we oppoſe, either by ſeripture or 
fair reaſoning. | 4 3 8 N 
2. They raiſe an hoſt of imaginary foes, which they re- 
preſent in a moſt formidable manner, and attack with all 
their might, They repreſent me as wiſhing to alter the 
doctrines change the whole ſyſtem introduce Mr. Paine's 
plan of politics deſtroy the work of God—and tuin the 
ſouls of the people. They declare, I have ſearched the 
connexion from one end of the land to the other, ſparing 
neither age nor ſtation,” to find out crimes to © beſpatter and 
blacken the whole body.“ That I have not been averſe to 
open and rake up theſe ſinks, and that repeatedly, and to 
the very bottom, that from thence I might get dirt to throw 
at my fathers and brethren, and even at the memory of 
him who, under God, was the father of us all.“ | 
I am repreſented as im poſing on the people diſſembling 
with the truſtees—flattering the young preachers treating 
the old preachers with ſovereign contempt—ſtriving to 
raiſe a party, &c. &c. &c. Theſe imaginary foes 
are the objects which they purſue with all their might, and 
endeavour to deſtroy. | | 
Let any candid reader, carefully examine the different 
pamphlets which I have publiſhed, and he will be con- 
vinced, that theſe things cannot be fairly deduced from 
any thing in them. But if theſe worthy brethren had not 
raifed this hoſt, they would have had nothing to attack, 
but the principles <ve have laid down ; and being conſcious 
they could not be overthrown, the eyes of the people would 
have been opened at once, and they would have ſeen into 
the merits of the cauſe, without any difficulty. But now 
a miſt is raiſed on every ſide, ſubje&s extraneous are 
brought forward, to bewilder the minds of the intelligent, 
and arguments made uſe of, to keep thoſe that are 1gno- 
rant, from ſo much as attempting to examine the ſubjects 
in diſpute, 4% their ſouls ſhould be hurt. But many are 
awakening from the ſtupor that has been ſo long upon them, 


and are determined to examine theſe matters themſelves, 
; and 


68.) 


and not to- be impoſed. upon by any arguments that are: 
made uſe of by any perſons who oppoſe their intereſts. 

Having: made theſe remarks, let-us. came to the profeſſed. 
deſign of this pamphlet; that is, a Defenceof the. Conference 
in my expulſion. Un, 

1. They juſtify their conduct by alluding to.the.time I. 
was admitted into full connexion, and receiving. the mi- 
nutes from Mr. Weſley's hand :—and to my agreeing at. 
the Mancheſter Conference, 1791, to follow ſtriftly the 
plan Mr. Weſley left us at his death.“ I would aſk theſe. 
brethren, wherein I have acted contrary to the large minutes. 
ſince JI firſt entered into the connexion? It is true, one 
place requires. that we ſhould not mend, but keep' the 
rules the minutes contain. But do the. minutes require, 
that ſhould any perſon. ſuppoſe he ſaw ſome things that. 
might be mended, he. is not to propoſe any. amendments. 
to the people? Have I done any. thing farther, than. 
point out wherein I think our plan is defective, and pro- 
poſed ſeveral things. which appear neceſſary to be adopted. 
for our future welfare? Have I in any circuit altered. 
the laws of Methodiſm ? Did. I © ceaſe. 70 walk by the/e: 
rules in any place where I was called to labour ?—Did I 
ever attempt. to alter the ii and fundamental principles. 
of our union?“ | i 

But if, when I. received the minutes from Mr. Weſley, 
Ehad not ſufficiently examined. them: or if afterwards, by. 
reading and meditation, my mind was led to compare. 
our ſyſtem with the. ſcriptures, and with the forms of 
church government eſtabliſhed in different places; and if 
this led. me to ſee a number of things in our ſyſtem con- 
trary to the ſcriptures, and to the intereſts of the people, 
was it a.crime in me to point out thoſe evils, and to pro- 
poſe amendments ?-—— Or would. it have been right to 
have ſat down. with them, becauſe I had. taken the. 
minutes from Mr. Weſley, and propoſed to walk by them, 
before I had ſufficiently examined their import? Accord- 
ing to-this mode of reaſoning, St. Paul ought to. have con- 
tinued a: Phariſee of. the Phariſees Martin Luther a 
member of the church of Rome Mr. Weſley a ſtrict 
churchman, in every point, &c. without attempting to point 
out any amendments. | . 

2. They endeavour to perſuade their readers, that he (A 


K. ) Rood up before God, in a religious and ſolemn meeting, 
| in 


11 

in the preſence of 150 witneſſes, all miniſters of Chriſt, and 
declares his belief and attachment to certain rules and doe- 
trines, which they and he are agreed to walk by, and then 
when queſtioned about what he has publiſhed contrary 
thereto, comes gravely forward and ſays, he only meant 
that he aſſented to them, as far as he thought them agree- 
able to ſcripture. What egregious trifling is this?“ 
The reader will be kind enough to notice thefollowing 

remarks : — 770 
1. I gave them in writing my ſentiments upon this ſub- 
ject, previous to their trying me this way. And in the 
paper they received, Texpreſsly declared, that I would con- 
form to all the laws and rules of the conference, as far as 
they agree with the ſcriptures. This paper is publiſhed 
in my trial. 1 ſaw the ſnare they were laying; and deter- 
mined to avoid it, if poſſible. They-firſt propoſed, that 
all who agreed, to follow ſtrictly the plan Mr. Weſley left 
us at his Track would ſtand up.“ I ſtood up among the 
reſt. Several of them appeared amazed, and declared, I 
had renounced the ſentiments publiſhed in my pamphlets. 
J told them I had not, for Mr. Weſley declared, he had no 
fixed plan. His plan was to follow the openings of divine 
providence. And I have ſhobn, in the pamphlets, ſigned 
Paul and Silas, that he frequently altered his plan, and acted 
as the nature of things required. When this ſcheme fail- 
ed, they propoſed the minutes of the conference, as what 
they meant to abide by. But Mr. Bradford informed us, 
it was not ſuppoſed that every little thing in the minutes 
could be binding; or words to this effect. Mr. Bradburn 
ſaid to me, Bleſs your heart, no perſon conſiders all that 
the minutes contain as binding, it is their genera! deſign. 
we have in view ;? or words to this effect. When the 
preachers ſtood: up to the minutes, I was one among the 
number that agreed to them in the general view. But 
Mr. Thompſon endeavoured to ſhow, that by ſtanding up 
I had renounced every thing the pamphlets contained, 
which militated againſt the minutes. And when I declar- 
ed, that the paper I had gwen them contained my ſenti- 
ments 5 is, that I would be conformed to the rules and 
laws of Methodiſm, as far as they are according to the 
ſcriptures] and that I would not recede from my written 
declaration, Mr. Benſon objected, and wanted me to 


agree to the minutes without any qualification at all.. 
IT It 
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It was then I quoted his own words, in the title page of the 
firſt number of the Monitor, which ſeemed to confuſe him 
And it was not him, but-Mr. Bradburn, that ſmiled, an: 
fat down. Hear Mr. Benſon's reaſoning upon this ſubject 
Has Mr. 3B — publiſhed, or written, or intimated” 
any where, that he, or any man is to /ub/eribe, or declare 
his aſſent to, or approbation of, or determination to abide 
by any creeds, confeflions of faith, or articles of religion, 
or rules whatſoever, whether of doctrine or diſeipline, 
which he does not previouſly. believe, and judge to be 
conſiſtent with the os tures? Pray what has he or any 
one to do to join himſelf to, or continue among a people 
whoſe doctrine and diſcipline he does not believe to be con- 
ſiſtent with the ſcriptures ?? I, 6. 2 
Pray what has all this to do with my declaring, That L 
vould agree to the minutes as far as they are agreeable to the 
ſcriptures? Does Mr. Benſon, or his brethren believe, that 
the minutes and rules are in every thing agreeable to the: 
ſeriptures Do the ſcriptures require, that no man ſhall 
taſte ſpirituous liquors except they are preſcribed by a phy- 
fician That a man ſhall nat touch tobacco or ſnuff— 
That no preacher ſhall ſup from his lodging, or be out late 
than nine o'clock ?—— That no chapel ſhall be built in the 
octagon form, & c. &c. - And are not theſe minutes of the 
conference ? _. +; x fi 
I appeal to the reader's conſcience, whether my conduR,. 
in. declaring I would agree to the minutes ſo far as they 
are agreeable to the ſcriptures, was a reproach to my cha- 
rafter or not? Would it not have been baſe in me to have 
declared, I believed them ſeriptural, and would conform 
exactly to them, when I knew in many things they re- 
quire, what the bible does not enjoin; and When I was 
conſcious, that many of the rules are only laughed at by 
ſome of the preachers, becauſe of their peculiarity, and 
renounced in practice by all ?—Yet theſe worthy brethren- 
conſider me as ignorant and impertinent——an egregious: 
triſer—as acting on a principle of mental reſervation, 


- 


which had the martyrs ſtooped to, they might have been 
ſaved— I am conſidered as guilty. of meanneſs and pre- 
varication—giving my ent and attachment to what I dif- 
approved of in my heart—as wanting in integrity and courage 
to avow my ſentiments—as a ſlippery Proteous, that no. 
tie could hold.“ | . h 

This: 


611 ) 
This is their rhetoric. Had I refuſed to declare my ſen- 
timents openly before them all, then ſuch expreſſions would 


have had ſome meaning in them. But when I avowed my 
principles on the ſpot, in their dener without the leaſt 


diſguiſe, their uſing language of this nature, is an attack 
upon the paſſions, and not upon the underſtanding. Nay, 
the expreſſionsthemſelves, are beneath the dignity of thoſe 
that figned the pamphlet. CET IE | 
3. They ſay, another thing that ſunk him prodigiouſ- 
ly in the eſteem of his brethren, was his being unable to 
make good any one of the charges he had brought and pub- 
liſhed to the world, againſt divers of the preachers, al- 
though he had pledged himſelf to prove them before the 
. conference.” In my account of the trial, I purpoſely 
avoided publiſhing any thing but the particulars that were 
brought before the preachers, at the time of my examina- 
tion. And the people in general, who read the account, 
ſuppoſed the charges ſufficiently authenticated. When 
the conference publiſned a letter through the nation, in 
which they held out the ſame declaration, many of the 
friends in London, and a vaſt number in other places 
were amazed. at this poſitive aſſertion. They ſaid, if 
I could not prove them, only let the conference come to 
us, and we will do it at once. Were it neceſſary, there 
are thouſands that could prove every charge, from what 
they have ſeen and heard. If I « ſunk prodigiouſly* in 
the opinion of the preachers on this head, the people, that 
determined to think for themſelves, were of a different 
Opinion. | 2 | 
They conſider every charge ſufficiently proved, and are 
aſtoniſhed that Mr. Benſon ſhould bring forward the ſame 
declaration. After ſeveral aſſertions about the falſeneſs of 
my charges, as uſual, the paſſions of the people are again 
attacked. They draw concluſions from premiſes of their 
own, and aſk, © what compenſation can this man make tg 
the perſons he has afperſed ?—to their friends and rela- 
tions ?—to the whole body of preachers and people, of 
which they were members ?—or to the charch of God in 
general? &c. &c.? | | 
What have queſtions of this nature to do with the ſub- 
jet? Have I aſperſed the characters of any of the preach- 
ers, or related facts which are ſelf-· evident: hs mae 
| rethren 


(ay 


brethren think of working upon the paſſtons of the pto- 
ple, to blind their underſtanding ?——Was, there any fin 
in my ſmiling, when 150 preachers diſputed for an | hour; 
to know whether I was trying them, or they were trying 
me ? Do they think of terrifying me and my+friends by 
threatenings of eternal judgment, unleſs © deep repentance? 
take place, before we are convinced of our fini?——]Jf 
Mr. Benſon wept when he ſaw the preachers determined to 
force the truſtees 'into a law-ſuit, might he not have wept 
with equal propriety, when he ſaw them reſolved to cut 
off one of their body, for telling them the tra M——— 
If ſeveral of the preachers have wept over my indiſcretion 
and obſtinacy, ought they not allo to have wept over 
their own conduct, in determining to withhold the privi- 
leges of the people from them? Have 17 pulled down 
God's temple, or are the preachers, hy reſolving to re- 
tain undue power and influence over the people, hkely to 
accompliſh this evil ?—— If my plan be only! at © forry, 
clumſy ſuperſtrutture of wood, hay, and ſtubble,” why 
ſhould the preachers be ſo very much {alarmed }——= 
Will not the truth burn up the 5 ſorry, clumſy wood, hay, 
and ſtubble' I have built, if they properly apply it 
But if many of their own rules and laws of diſcipline are 
of this nature, it is their wiſdom to keep the fire of truth as 
much from them as poſſible, leſt they ſhould. be conſumed ? 
We have reaſon to bleſs God, that the reign of 
popery is ſo far! over and gone? with-us, that their * en- 
quiries do not trouble me, nor; any whoſg minds are fall 
of new ſchemes of liberty, &c.” — Nothing can af- 
fect us but unadulterated truth. Light to the under- 
ſtanding, and conviction to the conſciente———An 
| der. to Our paſſions does - not. create any ſorrow in Our 
heart. +3 15.200 7:00 n 28 THER BE 
Mr. Benſon quotes the Greek to ſhow what an here- 
tic is, Titus- iii. 40.— 4 ſect or party man. He 
brings forward Romans xvi. 17: to ſhow; that ſcripture 
itſelf required my expulſion. ———They:-fay, If the 
conference had acted according to the plain letter of 
the ſcripture, they would have rejected him at the 
London conference, four years ago, for the diſputes and 
contentions he had excited at Neweaſtle-upon- Tyne the 
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year before, and his * inflammatory pamphlet that year.” 

At the London conference,. four years ago, Mr. Benſon 
declared, Meſſrs. Thomas Taylor and Bradburn had 
written worſe pamphlets than mine, on the fame ſubject, 
and he was amazed af the partiality of the preachers in 
tuffering them to be paſſed over without a trial, when they 


had been fo very fevere upon me. 


If the preachers ſinned a ainſ Godar that time, in refuſing 

Jan letter of the ſeriptures, by 
ſhowing mercy. to me, Eid they not act contrary to the 
bible, in refuſing to try. thofe who were equally guilty, 
and in permitting them. to continue in connexion, Mr. Beu- 
Jon himyelf being judge ?- But thefe brethren ſhould not 
lay to my account * the diſputes . and contentions excited 
at Newcaftle.” They were begun long before I faw that 
place. And the diviſion of that fociety, was occaſioned 
by Mr. Cownley's giving the facrament at Byker, before 
I wrote a line upon the ſubject. 35 hey ſhould alſo recollect, 
that J was not * ſent to Scotland? as a puniſhment for hat 
I had done, but offered voluntarily to go, when other 
preachers refuſed, if they would only allow me to ſtay 
at Newcaftle till my wife ſhould recover from child- 
bearing, and be able to bear the fatigues of ſach a long 

arne. : 

4. The next round on. blen we defend the conduct 
of. his expulſion, is, the falſe charges brought againſt di- 
vers of the preachers, and repeatedly publiſhed to the 
world, and the indecent and llanderous language he has 
made aſs of on this head.“ It is aſted, did he not 'ac- 
Knowledge his fault, and promiſe amendment?“ They own 
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* Mr. Pawſon, who ſigned this pamphlet, received fifty of thoſe TI 
publiſhed in Newcaftle. He ſpoke highly of, and ſpread them among l 
friends. T received a very kind letter from him on the occaſion.  »« ! 
been at Leeds, an extract ſhould have bee n inferied here. hoe] uE 
ter, he ſpeaks in warm terms of- the reception my pamphlet met w.... =: 
the diſtritt meeting. At that time we were only conendiig abou 


branches; ; the root was left untouched ; that is, the urg * pe 
influence of. the leading preachers. Since their Power nas been Cc 


85 too great to be poſſeſſed by any miniſters, thoſe that ec my. 3 
friends, are now my moſt violent op oſets. TL<: 1s 1454s | 
this. Iris according to the conduct oft ie clergy in aH age, ince (UE 47S 
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IT did confeſs © in ſome degree; but what are theſe faint and 
minced confeſſions, when compared with the greatneſs of 
his guilt? &c,* And as to promiſes of amendment, he 
neither made any, that we recollect, or gave. us any reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that in this particular he would amend. Had 
we expected any ſuch thing, his conduct ſince that period 
has demonſtrated we ſhould have been diſappointed; for 
his laſt pamphlet abounds with freſh inſtances of falſehood 
and miſrepreſentation.? _ 2 | 

In the conference I repeatedly declared, if they could 
convince me by argument and ſcripture, that I had ated 
contrary to the goſpel of Chrift, I would chearfully con- 
feſs my offence, in the new chapel, before the congrega- 
tion, ſhould they require it: but at the ſame time they were 
informed, that nothing Jeſs than a conviction of guilt, 
could excite a ſincere confeſſion from me. As far as I was 
convinced of any error, it was willingly acknowledged. 
And however theſe worthy brethren may call it «© faint and 
minced confeſſion, there is a God that will judge righte- 
.ouſly on this ſubject, and in due time will convince. my 
oppoſers, that my acknowledgments were fincere.—— 
Had I © fandered and wilified a whole body of preachers,” 
my guilt would have been great indeed: and my confeſ- 
on ought to have kept pace with it. But I have not 
ſlandered and vilified? the body of the Methodiſt preachers, 


neither directly, nor indirectly. And I cannot think n 


that theſe brethren have avoided the crime they charge up- 
on me, in torturing what I have written in ſome places, 


to contradi& plain declarations in other parts of the am- 


phlets. If they ſhould be found by the impartial, to be 
guilty of ſlandering and vilifying me, in the very place 
where they charge me with theſe evils, perhaps they will 
Tay, © worthy phyſicians, heal yourſelves 
Under the ſame head, they bring forward a paſſage from 
my account of the conference trial, to make me appear odi- 
.Oas before all. In the minutes of the conference, they 
added up what they had received from the yearly. collec. 
tion, and made it near a thouſand pounds more than the 
different ſams amounted to. I did not think that 150 
preachers would have made ſuch a miſtake in addition. It 
never entered my mind to ſpend half an hour in adding up 


the different columns to find out the miſtake, 
I did 
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F did not know that the account was wrong, till I received 
a letter from Nottingham in Sunderland, ſeveral weeks af- 
ter I had publiſhed my account of the trial. In the trial, 
ſuppoſing their account to be juſt, I ſay, © This is a 
great myſtery. When it is known that many circuits ore 
leſs this year than formerly.“ Was it not natural to declare, 
it was a myſtery, how the collection ſhould increaſe near a 
thouſand pounds, when it was known that many circuits 
had not given fo much as uſual ? | . 

They fall foul upon me, however, at once, and ſay.— 
Oh! Brethren, this is vile! This is diabolical indeed! 
This is pure malice!“ But after this chriſtian language, 
theſe worthy brethren draw a number of inferences, and 
charge me with a. want of © the charity that hopeth all 
things!“ It appears, that theſe fathers in the goſpel, un- 
der the influence of the charity that hopeth all things,“ 
could cry out (upon my ſaying it was a myſtery to me, and 
others, how the yearly collection ſhould be near a thouſand 
pounds more than uſual) this is vile! this is diabolical !? 
judge, whether their charity hopeth better things of me, 
than mine hopes of them ? 8 N | 
In this paſſage they charge me, under the influence of 
the © charity that hopeth all things,” with having this end in 
view, © by every poſſible means to excite ſuſpicion and jea- 
louſy in the minds of the people againſt their teachers. 
With this only view he aſks,. © Why are not the other col- 
lections detailed the ſame way? Why ! undoubtedly, that 
the preachers might have an opportunity of pocketing 
bart of the money without diſcovery !- Oh brethren l—- 

t. we ſpare him. God be merciful to- him! For if de- 
traction, ſlander, and falſe accuſation be fins, he is a fin- 
ner indeed!!! F | 

All this wickedneſs of mine took its riſe from their add- 
ing up the yearly collection wrong, and my declaring it 
was a myſtery that it ſhould be ſo much more this year 
than uſual. After theſe worthy fathers have ſcourged me 
handſamely, with a few hard words, it ſeems that their 
© Charity that hopeth all things“ operated a little tenderly 
towards me. This is diſcovered in two things. 1. © Oh. 
brethren! but. we. ſpare him.“ It is a great act of 
charity not to puniſh according to the nature of the of- 
fence. 2. God be * to Rim. To have an intereſt 
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in the prayers of good men, is a great bleſſing. 
1 return my ſincere thanks to my opponents, for their 


, 


ſparing mercy, and for their pathetic prayers' on my ac- 


count. May the Lord hear, and deliver ! 

After ſtruggling a little for a reaſon'why they did not 
detail the other collections, they inform us, It is becauſe 
the conference thought, that all the friends, whoſe jealou- 
ſies he had excited, wiſhed to know, was, how the money 
ſubſcribed for the contingent fund was expended.” 


They then promiſe, that © they ſhall be gratified in this 


too, the next conference, if we can have any influence. 
To make the ſubject ridiculous, they obſerve, to publiſh 
only the groſs ſum raiſed for each charity in each circuit, 
will not be ſufficient. The ſum received from zach ſociery 
in each circuit mult alſo be printed; nay, and that receiv- 
ed from each individual in each ſociety, otherwiſe there wil 
fill be room for deception.” | 
If theſe fathers think to ſcout the idea of detailing, by 
placing it in this ridiculous light, others will view it in a_ 
more favourable point. It would be exceedingly eaſy to 
give the people all the ſatisfaction they can reaſonably de- 
fre, in a different way. Only let all the collections be re- 
ceived by the ſtewards the ſtewards ſend them to delegates 
appointed from the circuits to attend the diftrift meetings 
Hand at the diſtrict meetings let delegates be appointed to 
attend the conference, and carry in the collections, &c.— 
If the preachers never received any of the collections, it. 
would not be poflible for jealouſies to exiſt on this 
In order to embarraſs the ſubject, they wiſh me to pro- 
poſe a plan to watch ſtewards, claſs leaders, perſons” that 
receive ſeat tickets, &c. They ſay, We ſubmit it to his 
conſideration, whether there ought not to be one or more 
perſons in each claſs, choſen by a majority of votes, to 
count the pence, and watch the leaders as to theſe particu- 
lars; and then, as theſe perſons alſo may be capable of 
being bribed, and becoming accomplices in the ſacrilege, 
whether others again ſhould not be appointed to watch. 
them, and ſo on, till watchful jealouſy has pervaded and 
ſpread its influence to the whole body, and to every indi- 
vidual of it, &c. | Rv 
If Meflrs. Mather, &c. think to raiſe a mift before the 
cople this way, to prevent them from viewing the ſub- 


ject 


E 


ject in a proper light, their end will not be a ecompliſhed 
Beſides, in my judgment, it would be better to have all the 
watchers they mention, not to excite, but prevent jealouſies, 
than to put too much confidence in the prieſt- hood. Im- 
plicit faith in miniſters of Chriſt, is an evil that ought to 
be dreaded. Every honeſt man wiſhes to act by rules that 
will bear the ſtricteſt examination. The plan we propoſe, 
of having the collections put into the hands of ſtewards 
and delegates, would free ther from a number of difficul- 
ties, and at the ſame time, it would ſatisfy the ſocieties at 
large. VEE | "x 1 
Mr. Rodda's letter is brought forward again. It was a 
dirty paper, unſealed (not like a letter) left. on the table in 
the veſtry-room, at Salford. When my friend's curioſity led 
him to open it, and when he ſaw the word 6z//, he read 
it through; and thinking that evidence could be brought 
from the very per/ons that violently oppoſed and reproached 
me, he favoured me with the letter.. Does Mr. 
Benſon ſuppoſe, becauſe this friend imagined I ſhould 
want evidence, that it is juſt for him to conclude, that 
I publiſhed. a number of things before I knew of evi- 
dence to make them good? Will his three notes of admi- 
ration make this conclufion juſt ? When I acknowledged. 
myſelf ſatisfied on ſome parts of this letter, it was from the 
accounts I heard in the conference, being ſo favourable. 
But when we retired from the chapel, and teveral preachers 
gave a different account of the matter, declaring themſelves 
very much diffatisfied, I ſoon beheld the ſudject in a dif- 
ferent light, and felt what I have expreſſed in my trial. — 
It is not of very great importance whether mv friend found 
the letter on the table or on the floor, as Mr. Mather. had 
left the- room, and was engaged in the chapel. When this 
letter came to my hand, from the very men that were re- 
proaching me, and declaring I had publiſhed a number of 
lies, it appeared exceedingly ftrange, that I ſhould be 
able, out of their own mouth, to bring evidence in confirm- 
ation of what Thad publiſned. In my letter to Mr. Mather, 
incloſing Mr. Rodda's letter, I ſaid, By a ſingular (not 
divine, as they have publiſned) providence, this letter has 
fallen into my hands.“ When the letter was read, Mr. Paw- 
ſon cried out, It was a deviliſh providence.“ Mr. Rodda, 


perhaps, might make uſe of the ſame words. - 
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L364 they have brought up the letter ſo often, and en- 


deavoured to palliate its contents, I think it my duty now : 


to publiſh that part of it, which refers to our affairs. 


The following is a copy as near verbatim as poſſible. It is 


ſo in every material expreſſion, but in a place or two, where 


the paper was folded, a few words could not be made Ges 


The ſenſe, however, i in thoſe places i is retained: 


4 2 52 of a Letter from Mr. Rodda 10 „M. Mather. 


| | Neweafte March 26, 1 796. 
My Dear Sir, 


Your kind favour came to hand this morning; accept 
my thanks, If all our brethren ſaw things in the light we 
do, there would not be a jarring ſtring in all our connex1on. 
I have poſſeſſion of Mr. Kilbam's Methodiſtical Bull.— 
Whenever I ſee haſty productions, two Greek proverbs oc- 
cur to my mind: — Speak nothing, or that which is bet- 


ter than nothing.” Think twice before you ſpeak 


once.“ I am fond of no man's writing controverſy, in ef- 
fect, to do evil that good may come. The author has at- 
tacked characters, and baſely ſlandered them that have 
done credit to our religious ſociety, when the writer lay in 
the loins af his father. How truly may a Hopper, a 
IM r, a Thompſon, and many others, individually * 
But now they that are younger than J have me in deriſion, 


whoſe fathers I would have ſcorned to have ſet with the 


dogs of my flock." What is faid by the owners of the 
bull, We may take our farewell of primitive Methodiſm,“ 


has been deeply anticipated by three or four of the men, 


ever ſince the death of Mr. Welley. 

Where the aſſiſtants are held forth as a company of 
whining jeſuits, though the charge does not implicate my 
guilt, as being out of office, yet it affects me as an unjuſt 
and uncharitable charge, brought againſt a very reſpectable 
branch of our body; and when that part is well filled, is 
eſſentially neceſſary to our well- being. I have been in- 
formed that the diſtrict have met, and done nothing. 
I am far from being a friend to intolerance ; but am fure 
many things ſince Mr. Weſley's death have bcen paſſed 
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cover almoſt in filence ; which had his place been filled in 
the executive part of our government, would have been 
greatly cenſured, if not expelled the authors of them. 
What would a K — (a Kilham) ſay of Dr, C 
and H M taking eighteen guineas at a time 
out of the book money, without the knowledge or conſent 
of the book committee? as was the caſe when I was a mem- 
5 ber of it, and with Mr. Bradford and Creighton, bore my 
y teſtimony againſt it. Or J. Rogers ſecreting the deeds of 
the goods in the preachers? houſe in London, in keeping it 
from the gentlemen whoſe names were in it ?!——— —Or of 
the late peculation in the Kingſwood money? I write now 
to a friend, who, had he been at the head of affairs and: 
continued ſo, would not have paſſed over theſe tranſ- 
actions unnoticed. You talk of retiring—ſo do I. But 
can we retire any whither where our eyes will not affect 
our hearts. Will not Methodiſm be torn into a thou- 
ſand pieces. Alas! it is nearly at its ae plus ultra. 
} am fully perſuaded, the day ou flood upon your feet, and 
did not uſe them in the flow or quick march, you might 
truly have ſaid at night, My friends, I have loſt a 
dar: © | 2 81 : 
: Mr. Benſon informs me, he has no ſmall trouble with 
the ſacramentarians. He adviſes me to continue as long 
as Ican, I am come to no determination about it.“ 
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RK. RODDA.” 


| The main point in this letter is the 8ol. To the beſt of 
{ my knowledge, the name of the perſon who received the 
j money was never mentioned in the conference. I aſked 
ſeveral preachers after, if they knew who received it, but 
they were ignorant of the perſon's name. At the time of 
the conference, it was ſuppoſed, that a miſtake might be 
made in counting the money. It ſeemed uncertain, whe- 
there it was peculated or not; but in the Affectionate Ad- 
dreſs, publiſhed ſince the conference, we have theſe words: 
1 Mr. Pawſon is happy to ſay, that in the preſence of feve- 
ral witneſſes, he delivered up the money; nothing was 

wanting then, as a letter from Mr, Bradford received this 

day bears witneſs, who was preſent at the time.“ | 


Here we have a poſitive declaration, that the money 
was paid in by Mr, Pawſon, in the preſence of ſeveral 
| witneſſes ; 


f ( 2a } 


witneſſes ; nothing was then wanting. But the name of 
the perſon who received it is kept back. If it were all. 
paid in—if nothing were wanting, it muſt be either loſt or 
peculated. In the laſt pamphlet they have made the 
matter 1 . | Ef WT ; 

* Worle for mending—waſhed to fouler ſtains  _ 
They ſay, At. the Briſtol Conference in 1794, Meſſrs. Paw- 
fon and Bradford counted the Kingſwood. collection, and: 
delivered it to Mr. Bradburn, with a note of the ſum. 
Afterwards when he delivered it, with the note ſpecifying. 
the ſum to Mr. Redda, it was deficient, according to-what: 


a 


Mefirs. Paw ſon and Bradford counted it. This is the ſim- 


ple fact, which we apprehend may be accounted for, 
without the charge of peculation, although, in the con- 
adence of friendſhip that term had been uſed by Mr. 
R —. For all men converſant with. money. matters. 
know, that miſtakes often do and will ariſe many ways.— 
The moſt ſtrict and. ſerious enquiry was made into the buſi- 
neſs the conference next enſuing. But where the miſtake is 
in this caſe, we confeſs we are not able to determine.” 
It appears very ſtrange that theſe brethren ſhould have 
overlooked what the Affectionate Addreſs declares, that is, 
Mr. Pawſon's happineſs in aſſuring us, he paid the æohole 


Jum in the preſence of ſeveral witneſſes—that nothing was, 
wanting. | | 


It appears evident, that Mr. Rodda, about a year and a: 
half after that conference, conſidered the money to be pe- 


culated. And according to this pamphlet, it muſt have 


een loſt or peculated, while in Mr. Bradburn's poſſeſſion. 
This is not a forced infcrence, but what naturally ariics. 
from reading the two pamphlets. together. My. charity 
would have been. called © pare malice,” had I brought a 
charge ſo cloſe to any brother of ſuch a nature. To 
5. Mr. R.— 's cafe is brought up again. Mr. Dawſon. 
ſeems very tanacious of his honour, Lhave already ſtated 
this ſubject in the trial, and ſhall only add here, 
1. That he has forgotten to inform us, that the horſe. 
Mr. R bought, was left in his hands for ſale, by 
Mr. Gates, his brother-in-law, a travelling preacher. 
2. That when Mr. R— went there, he prevailed on 
him to buy his brother's horſe, at. a price which many of 
the friends thought far too high : 


* 
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3. I repeat again, © If I miſtook in a trivial cireumſtance, 
it was owing to the information I had at the Newcaſtle dif- 


trict meeting from two reſpectable preachers. Mr. Daw- 
ſon, after converſing with one of N did not by any 


means prevail on him to deny, that the ſubject was named 
in the diſtrict meeting, in the manner I have pubhſhed,— 
Mr. Hunter declared many things exceedingly ſevere of 
Mr. R-——— which he knew to be facts, as he had follow - 
ed him in the circuit where he had travelled. And he was 
one that mentioned the account as I at firſt publiſhed it.. 
I do not attempt to throw the guilt of lying? upon theſe 
perſons. It was worthy of no ſuch name. | 
4: Mr. Dawſon appeared ſatisfied with my letter, as two 
erſons witneſſed to his face when I was in his preſence, — 


The friend that he ſays, © was only aſked the night before,” 


had mentioned the eircumſtance before that time, which 
was the reaſon of the queſtion being propoſed to him then. 
Is it generous in Mr. Dawſon to attempt to invalidate the 
teſtimony of à reſpectable perſon, becauſe he would not 
declare againſt what he had heard him mention? 

5. If Mr. Dawſon had not been ſatisfied when I ſpoke with 


bim on my way to the conference, why did he not declare 


it, when we converſed together on the ſubject ? 
Mr. Benſon lets looſe upon the fubject: He fays, © this 
benevolent man muſt be an avowed oppoſer of tale- bearing, 


backbiting, and ſlandering the innocent, &c,* When 1 


ſaid, every perſon capable of judging will be able to diſ- 
cern how far this (his being an avowed oppoſer of my 
meaſures) might influence him in writing. Mr. B——— 
on this is very warm. He fays, Influence him wat to 
do? to tell a direct and wilful lie. All that are acquainted 
with Mr. D———— and his approved veracity, will be 
able to diſcern what a vile and groundleſs inſinuation this 
15. This is Mr. Benſon's rhetoric; and if he were not 
thus to eaſe his mind occaſionally, he would not know how 
to get forward. P 5 | 

Mr. Benſon ſays, But you will obſerve, that the princi- 


pal thing the conference blamed Mr. K for, reſpect- 


ing Mr. R —, was, his endeavouring to reproach the 
body, by bringing up the character of one they had ſome 
time before ſuſpended, and concealing from the world 
the circumſtance of his ſuſpenſion. Bu I did not know 


this circumſtance (ſays he) till after I had publiſhed the ac- 


count,” 


( 22. þ 


count.“ No! This is very extraordinary indeed! He 
did not know that one of his brethren was ſuſpended by the- 
conference for miſconduct! A fit perſon indeed to write 
about their affairs l?! | 3 a 

In my account of the trial we have theſe words, which 
Mr. Benſon ſeems to have overlooked :—* After his caſe 
had been confidered in the Mancheſter Conference, and a- 
number of preachers pleaded for his expulſion, he was con-- 
tinued, and his name put down. for many circuits before he 
was fixed for Barnardcaſtle. When the people in that place, 
who knew his character, knew of his appointment, they 
ſent a letter to the conference, declaring they would not 
receive him. The 15555 reached Mancheſter, when many off 
us had left the conference, and it was then that he was ſuſ- 
pended. The people in Barnardcaſtle in effect ſuſpended 
him. I did not know but he was ſent to that place by the. 
conference, [Does not. his name ſtand on the minutes for 
it in 1795 ?] and rejected by the people, till after I had 
Publiſhed the account. And my knowing he was ſuſpend- 
ed by the influence of that ſociety, did not alter the caſe in 
favour of the conference.“ „ 1 

If Mr. Benſon and his brethren, had acted as fair oppo- 
nents, they would. have controverted this paſſage in my. 
trial. This would have carried more conviction than ex- 
claming, He did not know that one of his brethren was. 
ſuſpended by the conference for miſconduct ! A fit per- 
ſon indeed. to write about cheir aft. irs !? e Feb 

It. is. poſſible for the perſons in Ripon, who are my 
© friends and abettors,” once to have. been. favourable to 
Mr. R ; is this any diſparagement to their character? 
Should they continue his friends and. abettors, if the 
know. him to be living in ſin, or acting conti ary to the 
goſpel? then they might be reflected on. But I hope that 
they will not be abettors to any, whom they have rea- 
ſon to believe are not living godly in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Had not Mr. Benſon better come forward openly, and 
attack the Leeds friends by name, than do it covertly, in 
the following words? An inſtance this, fimilar to one at 
Leeds. For the friends and abettors of a certain character 
there, excluded in like manner for bad behaviour, have bee 
ſome of the foremoſt to aid and ſupport Mr. K | 
in oppoſing the conference, becauſe he ſays, they bave kept 
perſons in connexion guilty of miſconduct!! Such is 
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their conſiſtency, and their deep concern for the purity, 
diſcipline, and good order of the body ! !? 

1. Several of the ſociety in Leeds, were friendly to Mr. 
Thoreſby, and perhaps to this day think his guilt not equal 
to his puniſhment. 

2. They were his © friends and abettors,“ while they 
thought it right in the ſight of God; but no perſon can 
charge thoſe that favour me, in general, with ſeparating 
from the ſociety on his account or on mine. s 

I apprehend, the $650 Mr. Benſon calls my 
friends and. abettors,” in Leeds, are as pious and as great 
lovers of © purity, diſcipline, and good-order,? as any per- 
ſons in that ſociety. | TSS: 

4. They by no means wiſh to keep perſons in the fociety 
guilty of miſconduR, or preachers of this deſcription in 
the connexion ; but they wiſh every perſon to have a fair 
trial, and nothing to be done through ſtrife or partiality. 

5. Are they my abettors © becauſe J oppoſe the confer- 
ence, and ſay they have kept perſons in the | connexion, 
guilty of miſcondu ?* Is there nothing elſe in what I 
have written that leads them to be my friends but theſe two 
things? | 
| a Is there any inconſiſtency in their being friendly to 
me, and their deep concern for * purity, diſcipline, and 
good order in the body? Does Mr. Benſon ſuppoſe, that 
tour notes of admiration on this paſſage, are a ſure proof 
of the reaſon and good ſenſe it contains? Is it not amaz- 
ingly ſtrange, that he and his brethren, ſhould be angry at 
the people in any place befriending me, under a conviction 
that I have been injured, and that the cauſe I am pleading, 
is for the welfare of our people? 

6. Another © inftance of miſrepreſentation, is in thecaſe 
of that brother whom the <cmference declared to be moſt 
honburably acquitted:” I ſhall inſert here, the remarks 
circulated in a letter, ſoon after their pamphlet appeared. 

In the 16th, 17th, and 18th pages, they repreſent me as 
a mere fwwindler, in ſelling my mare for 141. to Mr. G>—., 
When the whole affair was examined in the conference, 
Mr. G begged they would not publiſh any thing on the 
FabjeRt. | He ſaid, I had not charged him with ſwindling, 
but had only ſaid ſeveral perſons confidered-it as a ſpecies 
of ſwindling. When the conference publiſhed the account, 
concealing his name; I purpoſely concealed mine, that he 

might 
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might have no room to reflect on me, reſpecting this mat; 
ter. It was not from fear of the people knowing that I 


ſold him the mare. This tranſaction will bear the light of 


the ſtricteſt examination. Heaven and earth can witneſs to 
the truth of the following particulars: 

1. A fine blood mare, belonging to one of our friends 1 in 
Lincolnſhire, when ſhe was breaking, took a fright 1 in a 
market-place, fell down, and broke her knees: having hex 
at a bad farrier's, he applied what prevented the hair from 
growing, which was a very great loſs to him: ſhe had the 
appearance, by her knees, of coming down : and as ſhe 
was a young mare, this was gxccedingly againſt the ſale 
of her. He ſuffered me to ride her a month on trial, and 


as I was juſt coming out to travel, and had my horſe to 


buy, without any help from the people, he kindly let me 


have her for eight pounds. He conſidered it almoſt as 


giving her away: as ſhe would have fold for more than 
twenty pounds, cheap as horſes then were, had ſhe been 
ſound, 

2. I rode her for fevaral years —ſhe was very ſure footed, 
and one of the beſt mares that ever was ſaddled, as our 
friends can teſtify, in the circuits where I have travelled. 

3. Though ſhe loſt an eye while ſhe was mine, yet her 
uſefulneſs was not hindered by it. If ſhe had been ſound at 
the time when I parted with her, ſhe was worth upu ards 
of thirty pounds. 

4. Mr. G—— rode her a year with me in Neweaſtle.— 

He once rode her from Sunderland to Newcaſtle in an hour, 
which js thirteen miles, and hilly road. 
g. When it was fixed for me to go into Scotland, he of. 
fered me 141. for her of his own accord, We mutually 
agreed upon deferring the buſineſs, till we ſhould meet 
in Northumberland, and conſult our friends. Aiter he 
had adviſed with the friends, and c:niidered on the price 
for a month, be determined to have her. I urged him to 
nothing elſe, but either to reſolve on having her or not, 
chat I might diſpoſe of her before I left England. 

6. A farmer in the neighbourhood 'of Newc alle, was 
very fond of her: He declared ſhe was well worth that 
money: And if words have any MEANS, he wiſhed to have 
her, if Mr. G refuſed, ; 

7. I appeal to every reaſon; able Larlys, if : an thing 


could be fairer than this conduct ? The price was of 
C 20/1 
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own. fixing, after he had rode her better than a year, and 
was agreed on after he had conſulted his friends. If I had 
received her as a gift, nothing could be more equitable 
than my conduct in diſpoſing of her. And fo far from 
« conſtraining, the circuit-ſteward to give me the extra- 
money,” one of them generouſly advanced it, determin- 
ing I ſhould not go into Scotland without it. | 

1. When I parted with the mare, ſhe was ſound in all 
her feet. She was gently rode, and well looked after when 
ſhe was mine. Six miles an hour was the pace I travelled, 
when on a journey; but nothing like that pace when I ſup- 
plied the circuit, unleſs in particular caſes. 

2. Mr. G had her near three years i» his our 
hands, after I went into Scotland, before he parted with 
her. Two of thoſe years he praiſed her as one of the beſt 
mares in the world. And when, by unmerciful riding, ſhe 
was laid up, he ſtill ſpoke highly of her. 3 

3. So far from thoſe words being true, nor could he, 
after ſeeking to ſell her, for ſeveral months, get more of- 
fered for her than 3l. 10s.” . Mr, S. Gardener gave him gl. 
for her; and while ſhe was his he got her covered. When 
Mr. Embleton informed Mr. G „that he had ſold her 
far too cheap, and offered him 7l. for her, Mr. Gardener ge- 
nerouſly gave her up. She ſoon was able to travel after 
Mr. Embleton had bought her; and a little before the laſt 
conference, he was ſo fond of her, as a breeding mare, 
that he would not have taken twenty guineas for her and 
her foal. | | | | 

4. The mare Mr. G ſold, was nevet valued, by 
any perſon eapable of forming a proper judgment, for any 
thing like 131. Eleven pounds were her full value. 
Mr. Emmet, who bought her, ſoon parted with her in ex- 
change, either at the price he gave, or for leſs. 

5. It is well known, that the friends were invited from 
all parts of the circuit to the quarterly meeting, that he 
might have the ſubje& brought forward; and ſaying, Mr. 
G had no knowledge or intention of any thing of the 
kind,” is a very bold affertion. | 

6. I fill maintain, that Mr. G——— ought to have told 
his friends, that he had received a balance of 31. 17s. to- 
wards the 71. he loſt by the mare; otherwiſe he ought 
to have returned that balance to the Newcaſtle circuit 


fiewards. 
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7. It was his concealing this ſum that cauſed ſeveral friends 
TOMS... CET RE EE 
8. I appeal to the circuits where ihe travelled, whether 
Mr. G — *< expended near zl. out of his own little 
Property,“ upon the mare? Did not the circuits pay the 
farrying bill, &c.? Upon the whole, I neither © oxr- 
abitted, nor ſwindled this brother out of his property.— 
And had I done this in reality, it is out of the power of 
any man, or number:of men,:to juſtify Mr. G — in 
concealing the balance mentioned above, unleſs he had re- 
turned it to the Newcaſtle friends, The candid and im- | 
partial will be able to judge how far he wvas moſt honour- [ 
. ably acquitted by the.conference%” © | 
It would be eaſy to apply a number of epithets here, to 
the perſons that have accuſed me. This account is pub- 
liſhed from hearſay evidence.—It mifrepreſents the whole 
affair, —It ſlanders my character unjuſtly.— lt is defigned 
to make me odious to the people. I will, however, only 
quote their own words“ Oh, Brethren but I ſpare 
them. God be merciful to them For if detraction, 
ander, and falſe . accufations be fins, they are ſinners 
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indeed.” / } 
£1 5 7. They ſay, it would be endleſs to point out all the 1 
inſtances of miſrepreſentation that occur in his pamphlet. I 
1 The allowance (he ſtates, London Bull, page 18.) for nt 
1 preachers and their families, granted every where,without re- ” 


ect to age, abilities, or uſefulneſs, is 1071. 10s. per annum.“ 
Is this a fair repreſentation of what I publiſhed in the Lon- 
don Bull? By this quotation the reader is informed, that 
I have declared, the allowance for preachers and their fa- 
milies is ,1071. 108.“ If they had quoted the following 
words, the matter would not have been a myſtery. But 

1 they knew it would not anſwer their purpoſe. They could 
14 not then have wrought upon the paſtions of the people. — 
. Theſe are my on: « I will make the account for a 
preacher, with a wife, and four children, intreating the 
0 reader to obſerve, that our allowance is in proportionto the 
Wl, number of our family, throughout all our circuits.“ This 
15 account is made for a preacher with a wife and four chil- 
dren. Let the ſtewards where Meſſrs. Benſon, Pawſon, and 
Mather are travelling be aſked, if they have for twelve 
years paſt ſupported a preacher, with a wife and four chil- 
dren, for any thing like this ſum. 1 apprehend, in many 
| | places, 


( #7 } 
places, the people could bring an account near double, 
what I have mentioned, for the family alluded to. I rated 
the preachers board at the price it coſts the connexion,— 
And any perſon acquainted with our affairs is conſcious, 
that when the preacher is from home, he coſts the people 
in general, more than one ſhilling and fixpence a day.— 
It is true, this does not, in many circuits, go in hard money 
to the family; perhaps not half of it; but in other circuits 
it does. For where there are two preachers, it often hap- 
pens, that the young, man boards with the family, and the 
allowance goes regularly on every week. Why does Mr. 
Renſon attack the ſubject as though I had ſaid, every 
preacher and his family have 1071. 10s. per annum?“ Why, 
does he overlook what I have ſaid, that our allowance is 
in proportion to the number of our family, throughout all 
eur circuits? | TE SON N 

Ifa preacher have no wife or children, he has no allow- 
" ance for them. Tf he have not a boy at Kingſwood-ſchool,- 
the connexion has nothing to expend on that account. 
They ſay, © I make houſe-rent, furniture, letters, and turn- 
_ Pikes, a pretty handſome ſum.“ What is the ſum I have 
put down. for houſe rent; coal and candles, letters, turnpikes, 
and furniture? Seventeen pounds ten ſhillings. Is this half 
as much, as what Meſſrs. Mather; Pawſon, and Benſon 
coſt the connexion, in theſe particulars? I appeal to the 
different circuits, whether or not, my account upon the- 
whole is exaggerated. And though in the ſingle inſtance” 
of board, as it refers to many circuits, the preacher may 
not have the money paid in caſh, yet i maintain, that 
he coſts the connexion the ſum- I have named. And as it 
refers to a number of circuits, this money is received week- 
ly by the family. | 

They ſay, but what will you think when he comes for- 
ward a ſecond time, and tells you, (page 50 of his Trial) 
* that the income of thoſe that are in rich circuits 1s near 
double what many preachers have that are in ſmall, poor 
Circuits, where they are but little at home 3? and, that 
| © there is as much difference between their circumftances 
and thoſe of their brethren in other places, as there is: be- 
| tween many rectors and poor curates.” What can you 
think if you-believe him, but that of conſequence ſome of 
us have, at leaſt, zool.? Now we aſk not, is this true? 
But is it any thing like true? Nay, is there a ado of 
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N „ 
truth in it? We affirm there is not. Their income near 
double what many preachers have that are in poor circuits! 
Moſt extraordinary! The truth is, that alt the material 
difference between one circuit and another is, 1. That in 
ſome circuits a little more, perhaps a pound or two a year, 
is allowed for a ſervant than in others. 2. In ſome, per- 
haps, in four or five in the whole connexion, a little more 
is allowed for the preachers? cloaths, and books, than in 
others, viz. twelve pounds twelve ſhillings, or fixteen 
pounds, inſtead of the common allowance, which is only 
twelve pounds per annum. 3. In ſome circuits where, as 
he ſays, the preachers are more at home, they receive more- 
of courſe for their board than in others, where they are 
chiefly in the country. But we may venture to affert, that 
the difference between one circuit and another, ever if 
theſe particulars be all included, ſeldom amount in ad- 
vantage, to above ten or twelve pounds per annum, and 
very rarely to ſo much. And is this an income double to- 
what the preachers have in poor circuits ?? | have quoted 
this paſſage at full length, that the reader may examine it 
carefully, and not be miſled by appearances. ; 
I ſhall ſtate facts, and leave the candid to judge, whether 
J am farther from the truth than thefe worthy fathers.—— 
The calculation ſhall be between Liverpool and Hexham... 
The married preachers in the former place have the allow- 
ance regularly every week; in the latter place, the- 
proves is three nights (we will ſay four) at home in a 
month. | | 


LIVERPOOL. 
| £88. 
1. Board, at 15s, per week, 39 © © 
2. Quarterage, himſelf and wife, 25-40 
3. Servant's wages, 12 12 © 
4. Travelling expences; but hardly ever Bas 


goes from home, 


Houſe-rent, coal, and candle, Mr. Moore, i 
for one year, | ; : 


* 
Ls Ms en adhd —— 


> £ 109 14 0 
| HEXHAM. 
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 HEXHAM. aged 
eee C. S. D. 

1. Four nights per month, at 18. 6d. per night, 3 18 © 
2. Quarterage, mam and wife, 24 0 0 
3. Servant's wages, = 3 6 © © 
4. Travelling expences—all, or moſt conſum- 1 
ed not more in hand than. 1 2 
Houſe- rent, coal, and candle, 166 0 


Ss o. 


You may charge what you think proper for the 45 weeks 
he is from home in the year. . 
If the preacher were at home theſe 45 weeks, as he would 
be, were he in Liverpool, it would be a great advantage to 
his family at 18. 6d. per night. It frequently happens, that 
preachers in the beſt circuits have property of their own 
to a conſiderable amount; and yet, many of them receive 
from the connexion, the ſame yearly allowance, as though 
they had nothing. 5 a 
Added to this, in large towns they frequently dine from 
home, have preſents in money, and in apparel, to a con- 
ſiderable amount, which brings their yearly income to 
near, if not more than double what it is at Hexham, and. 
many other circuits. I am bold to aver, that my aſſertion 
15.* ſomething like true; and that when theſe worthy fa- 
thers aſk, Is there a ſhadow of truth in it?“ It may be 
anſwered—there is. It is perhaps as near the truth, as 
any calculation could be, without fully examining the par- 
ticulars. They may cry out, Moſt extraordinary!“ And 
multiply notes of admiration to ornament their work, but 
this does not alter the caſe. And when they fa”, © ten or 
twelve pounds per annum, is the only difference,” or 
words to that effect, their aſſertion, when fairly examined, 
is found far ſhort of the real difference. This is ſelf evi- 
dent to thoſe who will ſtoop to examine the ſubject, as it 
refers to Liverpool, and ſeveral other Circuits. 
8. One more inſtance of miſrepreſentation we will point 
out? Mr. Mather (he ſays, Trial, page 25.) was greatly 
diſpleaſed at the Mancheſter Conference, when he heard of 
the paper ſigned by 57 preachers, requeſting chat all our 
laws might be made ſo * that none of them W 
| 3 be 


be capable of a double meaning. Mr. M- 


"he made uſe of this declaration. And whatever Mr. Benſon, 
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roſe 
up, declaring he would leave the connexion ;* that is, he 
would rather leave the connexion than agree to have the 
laws made explicit !.! Now, we aſk, was this the fact? 
Is there a preacher in the connexion, who was preſent at 
the time, that will ſay it was a fact? We apprehend nor. 
The plain fact was, Mr. M ftood up becauſe Mr. 
Kilham affirmed, that our laws were revolutionary, and 
muſt be always changing, meaning, eſpecially, the plan of 
pacification, &c.* Nothing can be more contrary to matter 


of fact than this. 


1. When the rules of pacification were firſt read, I ſaid 
they were better than we ſuppoſed they would be, and 
if we conſidered them as revolutionary, they were more to- 
lerable than might have been expected. Mr. Mather then 
ſtood up, and attacked the word * revolutionary? with a 
great deal of warmth. But this is not the time I allude to. 

2. A committee of the preachers met the truſtees, 
and had a long converſation with them, after the debate in 
the conference upon the word named above, And it was 
after that meeting that the word /þparation was agitated in 
the conference. 3. When the leading preachers declared, 
whatever number left us it was no ſeparation, unleſs 
they had a preacher at their head, ſeveral of us requeſted 


they would publiſh, honeſtly, their expoſition of the word. 


4. When they refuſed, I drew up a paper (which will 
be inſerted by and by) proteſting againſt having rules to 
mean one thing to ourſelves, and another to the people.— 
This paper was ſigned by 57 preachers, and given to Mr. 
Bradford. 1 , 

5. A preacheror ber, e clamoured againſt the paper 
to Mr. Brad ford, and he being preſident, ungenerouſly de- 
ſtroyed it before it was read in full conference. 

6. When we returned one day from dinner, Mr. Mather 
having heard of the paper, was exceedingly warm, He 
cried out loudly againſt our meaſures. He carried matters 
ſo far, as to declare he would leave us. In the conflict he 
was ſo irritated, as to be obliged to fit down, and pant for 
breath. 8 1 

7. Whether Mr. Mather declared he would leave us, be- 
cauſe the laws were required in the paper to be made ex- 
plicit, or not, it was on account of that very paper, that 


&C. 
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&c. may ſay to the contrary, I appeal to the preachers who- 
were preſent, that it was at the time I have ſtated, Mr. 
M propoſed. leaving us, and not at. the time a diſ- 
pute took place upon the werd revolutionary. Five notes- 
of admiration, are not ſufficient to make this point clear 


* 


beyond contradiftion: \ 

8. I am conſcious, that: ſeveral of the preachers in the 
meeting after my expulfion, declared, that there were dif- 
ferent things in the plan, they were as much averſe to as I 
could: be. IS 

1. I offered to be ſubject to them, as far as they were 
conſiſtent with the ſcriptures. of 

2. But when, I refuſed: to comply in all the ſenſes Mr. 
Bradburn mentioned, they confidered. tliis as ſufficient to 


_ refuſe all farther terms of reconciliation. 3. As moſt of 


the preachers do not approve of ſeveral things in the pa- 
cific plan, would it. not have been as eaſy for me to have 
continued in the connexion as them, when I offered to com- 
ply with all the rules of that plan, as far as they are con- 
fiſtent with the ſcriptures ? - (See the 45th. page of my 
Trial before the Conference.) | «ap 

As an argument for my expulſion, they infinuate, that 

my ſentiments on religion and: politics have differed from 

theirs ; Many of us | ap long mem that his ſentiments 

are not the ſame with ours on ſome points of great impor- 

tance ; and points which we are well aſſured, our people in 

general would judge fundamental, &e. But when he has with 

unwearied diligence promulgated from the pulpit and the 

preſs, opinions inimical to, and deſtructive of the plan of 

diſcipline, not to ſay doctrine alſo—traduced many valuable 


and important characters, and aſſerted things which he is 


not able to prove, to the great diſquiet of the whole con- 
nexion, we have no alternative but to put him from us. 
If I have the right of private judgment, ſo long as this 
does not interfere with any thing important in Methodiſm, 
this privilege may be enjoyed by me. But ſo far from ever 
uttering a ſentence againſt the doctrines, conſidered as 
fundamental, I have preached them with as much clearneſs 
as my ability would admit of. And I think, thoſe who 
know me are convinced, if I thought any doctrine more 
1mportant, I have honeſty enough to avow my ſentiments. 
On ſpeculative doctrines, not eſſential to ſalvation, we was 
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think different from each other. I never made any * af. 
„ ſiſtant preacher a promiſe, not 2 theſe ſenti- 
maents, either from the pulpit or the preſs, or even in pri- 
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14 Tbe following Letter was publiſhed in the Mancheſter Gazette, on Dee. 
{8 — 10, F796. The Author is unknown to us, or the Printers. 
. Mer. Cowadroy and Boden. 
TELE Gentlemen, 


Pleaſe to infert the following paſſage in your uſeful paper, as a proof. 
1 that intractious of religious liberty are not peculiar to one ſingle party; 
„ but that even thoſe wvbo defend upon a toleration for the liberty they enjoy, 
„ are capable of making ſuch attempts on that of others, as are both incon- 
"BE ſiſtent with the beſt ideas of religious liberty, and deſtructive of that ex- 
CH cluſive allegiance which is due to Ixs us, the only Legiſlator in the chriſ- 
Ft: tian church, to whom an unreſerved and univerſal obedience is command 
1 ed to be paid: | | +, 


© Mr. Ks of right private judgment no man wiſhes to invade. 
He might have THOUGHT for himſelf in theſe inſtances, as he had 
long done reſpecting ſome others of no ſmall moment, both in religion 
and politics. Many of us have long known that his ſentiments are not 


2 


Fa y | $14 the ſame with our's, on ſome points of great importance, and points 
FILES which, we are all affured, our people in general would think fundamen- 
C5: - tal. Nevertheleſs, on his promiſe, made to his aſſiſtant, not i promulge 
"EL theſe ſentiments, either from the pulpit or the preſs, or even in PRI- 
TW VATE CONVERSATION, and that he would not RECOMMEND - 
1 or SPREAD the BOOKS fubliſbed in fupport of them, we have BORE 
1 with him, and SUFFERED him to labour with us till now.” {| Vide 
1 Defence of the Conduct of the Conference in the Expulſion of A. Kilham, 
33S page 217, 22. ] | 1 1 Tho 
4K The pamphlet from which the above paſſage is taken, has the fig- 


natures of Meſſrs. Mather, Pawfon, and Benſon; who, it ſeems, are 
ſome of the moſt eminent preachers among the Methodiftss 


þ ; f | It is not my deſign to intereſt myſelf at all in the controverſy between 
THEM thefe gentlemen and Mr. Kt, who is repreſented as. having made ſo 
2987 weak. and injudicious a promiſe. I would only obſerve, that as no church, 


excepting that of Rome, ever advanced ſo-unjuſt and exorbitant a claim; 
i every friend to the rights of conſcience, cannot but fincerely wiſh, that 
17 theſe gentlemen would have conſidered the meaning and tendency of ſuch 
1 expreſſions, before they ventured to adopt ſentiments, or indulge them- 
Tr ſelves in practices, which, were they (as they might with equal juſtice) 
„ to be turned againſt them, could not but excite the heavieſt complaints of 
5 cruelty, ofpreſſion, and PERSECUTION. | 

'F'R, . „  . PREIMIAUTHEREUS. 
| vate 
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vate converſation, and that he would not recommend or 
ſpread the books publiſhed in ſupport. of them.“ I ſhould: 
_ conſider myſelf a fave, under the name of a Methodiſt 

preacher, were 1 to make ſuch. an abject promiſe to any aſ+- 
fiſtant. The books alluded to, are Wincheſter's Dialogues: 
and his Lectures, with. other publications of the ſame na- 
ture, upon the univerſal reftitution:of all things. 
Previous to my expuliion, I never: made the you &. 
place to name the ſubjects in, which are agitated among 
us. I think it degrading to the miniſtry to make ſer- 
mons on controverted points, either of doctrine or diſci- 
pline. If a man. have any thing to fay on theſe ſubjects, 
let him do it after the ſermon, or from the preſs. Phe 
latter is-preferable.. It is the way I. purſued, previous to 
my expulſion. To ſay, chat I have © traduced many valu- 
able and. impartant characters, without proving it; cannot 
ſatisfy che impartial. I deny the charge, and will meet 
any man upon the face of my pamphlets, and controvert 
this point with him. If any great and good characters. 
have graſped after undue power and influence in our con- 
nexion, expoſing themſelves to cenfure, this cannot be juſtly 
called traducing their characters. They aſk, in the ſame 
paragraph, judge, brethren, can we, on any principle of 
religion, morality, prudence or common ſenſe, continue 
to give the right-hand of fellowſhip to ſuch a one f?f———- 
If religion, morality, prudence, and common ſenſe, re- 
quired my expulſion, it would have heen highly criminal. 
to have continued me in the connexion. Is this the lan- 
guage of men acting under the influence of the Spirit of. 
God, or is it ſimilar to what. Rome made uſe of, when fa- 
ther Martin Luther was excommunicated ?- 


They add, Befides, can any candid man blame us for 


chooſing ta. whom we will give the right-hand of fellowſhip, 
or with whom we will labour in our Lord's vineyard ? 
Are not we, as well as others, to be allowed the right of 
common Engliſhmen, the right of judging for ourſelves in 

a matter of ſuch moment. But we have not convinced him 


that he is in an error. - No! nor has he convinced us.— 
We therefore leave him to follow his way, and we will 

follow our's.“ | e 
If I had been a member of the conference, unconnected 
with the people, this language might have paſſed. But 
when it is remembered, that L was. united to the at 
| | | arge, 


N 
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þ large, had they a right to expel me without their know. 
I ledge or conſent? Doesnot:this paſſage ſpeak the people and 
x two diſtinct bodies? Does the choice of fellow - 


5 abourers reſt ſolely with the preachers, or have the peo- 
14 ple a right to be heard on this ſubject? Is it the right of 
n gliſhmen to try, caſt, condemn, and expel, when the 
i | accuſers are judge and jury-?. or is this the right of Rome ? 
NE As the people are not conſulted on this head; nor heard, 
iy when they come forward to plead fom a proper ſhare in the 
18's choice and expulſion of their minifters, their ſtate reſem- 
1 bles the members of the church of Rome, more than that 
1 of Jeſus Chriſt. (#7 0050 St WOE STS OR 340 otic; - 
. | Hear the language of theſe fathers on this ſubject. But 
1 who is to judge in this caſe? he preachers, or a jury of 
IBS the people? Judge, in what caſe. In. connection with 
#06 whom we are to labour in the. Lord's vineyard ? Can any 
2188 one afk ſuch a queſtion as this in the land of liberty? &c.“ 
Hl Here they ſpurn the very idea of the people having a right 
#7 to · be a jery in the caſe of a preacher, who offends the 
1 4 conference. When they accuſe they muſt be judges: and 
FF" jury alſo, and have a ſecret trial, otherwiſe their intereſts 
Fi and the people's would be. united, and this would bring 
BT Methodiſm on a level with chriſtianity in this matter. 
1 Can any one- aſk ſuch- queſtions as theſe © in this land of 
FH I liberty?“ Muſt not a man ſuppoſe. himſelf. at Rome, be fore 
. - he dareaſk, Whether or not a Methodiſt preacher is to be 
1 | ſecretly, examined in a diſtrict meeting, and inthe con- 
1 4 ference; and not to be allowed the common rights of En- 
1 5 To be tried, caſt, and condemned there, by 
g 1 his accuſers, reſembles Rome, becauſe. he had the cour- 
FRY age to take away the veil, and give the people to under- 
1 ſtand, how their confidence has been abuſed in a number of 
11 inſtances. Surely the right-hand of fellowſhip could not 
1 be continued by thoſe who determine to keep our friends in 
by Ai | the dark, and to hide from their view a number of things, 
1 11 which they have a right to be acquamted with! „ 
15 They add, But many of. the people are of his mind, 
18 both that his trial was not fair, and that his plan ought to 
115 be adopted. Certainly they have a right to think ſo, and 
1 4 prefer his ſingle teſtimony to that of 150, if they chooſe; 
1 and even to withdraw. from us, and unite with him. 
1 But let them remember, it is they that change, and not 
10 dae. We remain ſtill on the old ground, & c.. 
W's. | _— When. 
iT 
al 
1111 — 


1 
When my ſingle teſtimony brings facts before the peo- 


ple, on which they are capable of judging, it may have 
-as much weight as the teſtimony of a thouſand. Becauſe 


the matter does not reſt upon the number of perſons: that 


bear witneſs to it, but upon the facts which are adduced.— 


What the conference and J have pubhſhed reſpecting my 
trial, reſts ſolely on the facts we relate, that they are privy 


to, and not upon our bare teſtimony. If the friends are 


not aware of this, they may be led to ſuppoſe, that 150 


-ought to be believed ſooner than one. Only carefully diſ- 
tinguiſh between facts that muſt be judged of by the peo- 


ple, and teſtimony, and then you will ſee that one as as 


good as ten thouſand. For inſtance, ſuppoſe a perſon 


ſhould declare the ſun ſtines; and were an hundred and 
fifty to deny it, you would examine the ſubject, and make 
up your judgment accordingly. If upon examination, 
you found the ſun did ſhine, you would prefer the teſtimony 


of one to an hundred and fifty. 


What do they mean by the old ground ?? Do they 
ſuppoſe that the plan now purſued is the ſame with that 
which was eſtabliſhed from the beginning? Did the 
preachers then aſſume as much power and conſequence as 
they do now Were they as expenſive to the people? 
Did they travel as little then, and act as much like 
gentlemen, as the preachers do no- — Had they 
the golden rules of the preachers? fund then, in ſuch worldly 
pen as they are no-? | 


The name of old ground” remains, but where is the 


preacher that has it ſo often in his lips, that would wiſh 
to tread it, as the preachers did thirty or forty years age? 
It is becauſe the old ground is forſaken in a great mea- 
ſure, that we complain. And yet we are repreſented, as _ 


evil affected towards the preachers, driving to make the 


people to come forward and overturn or change the whole 


ſyſtemof Methodiſm, both in doctrine and diſcipline.'— 


All this is ſaid with a deſign to keep the people from ex- 
amining matters, leſt the power and influence of .a few 
leading preachers ſhould be broken. We have reaſon to be 
thankful, that theſe ſchemes are too apparent. They are 


ſeen through by the ſenſible part of our community. Others 


are opening their eyes, and ſ-eking after knowledge 
ſuch knowledge as ought to be found in the hearts of 
all that are defirous of proſpering in Methodiſm. _ 

Ne e 
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* There is 2 curious paflage, which I will juſt notice, upon 
jj : this head: “ If we ſpeak ſtrictly, we do not ſo much ex- 
if pel him, as he leaves us.“ J EE Tie tte T US += 3614: 

0 This ts worthy of being debated in the conference. It 
0 3s ſimilar to their debating upon this point, Whether I 
was trying them, or they were try ing me.“ If this be logic 
among a few preachers, it is not the logie of the body of 


* — 
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14 eachers, nor of the people in general. Suppoſe a num- 
1 r of criminals were tried, caſt, and condemned; if 
1 theſe criminals were forced on board a ſhip, and ſent to 
1 Botany Bay, ſhould any grave judge, with all the ſeriouſneſs 
3.354 belonging to his office, declare, We do not ſo much ex- 
„ pel them, as they leave us, would the people be able to 
WE | eep their gravity ? If I, however, ſmile at ſuch lan- 
14 guage as this, I am publiſhed through the nation as a 
1 mere trifler, and many prayers are offered to heaven for 
1 my converſion. ; FCC 
| b They add, Perhaps you may wonder, why we bring 
4 | doctrine here, as well as diſcipline. But is there not a 
TAS cauſe? Have we not reaſon to apprehend that he has it 
1 as much at heart to change th as the other? [Page 24, of h's 
1 Progreſs of Liberty, '] he ſays, © Would it not be neceſſary 
1 to examine that clauſe in our deeds, which requires every 
"GEN preacher to conform in his preaching to the doctrine con- 
. tained in Mr. Weſley's Notes on the New Teſtament, and 
* his four volumes of ſermons. If the conference were to 
+ 5 publiſh the Notes on the New Teſtament, and the four 
i | volumes of fermons, defiring the opinion of our people 
1 upon theſe throughout the connexion, and then make the 
oF alterations which are conſidered neceſſary by the PEOPLE, it 


„ would be to the honour and advantage of our cauſe. 
Here, it is not only intimated that the doctrine in the notes 

and ſermons, is in ſome reſpe& erroneous, but the judg- 
'F ment of the people, as to this matter, is exalted above the 
4 jadgment of the preachers, yea, and above Mr. Weſley 


153 | himſelf, &c. &c. &c.? To ſhew how unjuſtly the 
++ ſubject is repreſented, I will quote the paſlage they allude 
| to : | 

i To lay a proper foundation, would it not be neceſ- 
11 ſary, for the rules of our ſocieties and bands, to be care- 
1 fully examined; and in ſome parts either altered or ex- 
THY plained, that they may give no ofence to the unprejudiced ? 
161 
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And as there are a number of mirutes, containing rules, 


both for the people and ourſelves, in the yearly minutes 
of the conference, would it not be right to collect theſe. 


into a pamphlet, and determine which of them are binding, 
and which of them have loſt their influence? As they he 
buried at preſent, many of them are forgotten, which are 
of great importance; and others continue as laws, which, 
we can never think are binding upon us now. Would it 
not be neceſſar q to examine.the large minutes of the con- 
ference, and either determine to keep thoſe rules that are 
binding ſacred, otherwiſe let them be expunged? And 
let every thing chat is indifferent be explained or laid aſide, 
that our people may not reproach us, for having rules 
which we never attend to? Would it not be neceſſary to 
examine that clauſe in our deeds, which requires every 
preacher to conform in his preaching, to the doctrines con- 
tained in Mr. Weſley's Notes on the New Teſtament, and 
his four volumes of ſermons? Is there nothing in the 
Notes or in the Sermons that militates againſt the ſerip- 
tures, which are the only- ſufficient rule of our faith and 
practice?“ The Papiſts are required to receive the doc- 
trines which are taught by their prieſts, without examining 
them by the word of God. Every member of the bare 
of England, is to receive the ſcriptures, as they are ex- 
plained by the church. And every Methodiſt preacher is 
to mould his doctrines according to the Notes and Sermons 
of Mr Weſley. If the conference were to collect all the 
private rules publiſhed in the yearly minutes the claſs and 
band rules—the large minutes—the Notes on the New Tef- 
tment—and the four volumes of Sermons, defiring the 
opinion of our people upon them throughout the connexion, 
and then make the alterations which are conſidered neceſ- 
ſary by the people at large, it would be to the honour and 
advantage of our cauſe, It would lead our friends to ex- 


amine our doctrines—a thing which thouſands of them 


have never yet done, and to compare them with the ſcrip- 
tures of truth. The leaders could eaſily collect the ſenſe 
of the people upon every ſubject; and it could be brought 
regularly through leaders, qua terly, and diftrict meetings 
to the conference. I expect to be reproached for hinting 
at this; but am conſcious, it would be abundantly better 
for our people to know the doftrines we hold, than to go 


forward in that ignorance, which cannot be for their hap- 
D | pineſs. 


- 


TL A : 

|  pinefs. And would it not be for the honour of their cha- 

81 | _ raRter, to prove all gk DONT to Methodiſm, and 
i 2 hold faſt that which is good, both for their faith and 

. practice F? ; VVV 
1 | L I have given the paſſage as it ſtands in the Progreſs of 

| Liberty. Will any thing belonging to Methodiſm ſuffer, 


0 by being fairly examined ? If there are laws and rules in 
11 the Minutes that are never thought of; and others that 
136% are a reproach to our connexion, ' would there be any harm 
min laying them afide? And were our people to examine 
1 the Notes on the New Teſtament, and the four volumes of 

"| Sermons, would they loſe any thing by examination ?—— 
3s There are certain doctrines which the Methodiſts hold, and 


which Mr. Weſley was particularly warm in defending.— 
f But if in his own Sermons and Notes there are expreſſions 
1 or ſentences, which militate againſt his avowed opinions 


| ſeveral places in the Notes, and in the Sermons, which if 

* taken in their literal ſenſe, militate againſt the doctrines 

Mr. Weſley held? Have not his Calviniſt opponents 

| _availed themſelves of theſe paſſages, and fought our vene- 

rable father, with his own words? „ 7 | 
In regard to the yearly and large Minutes, the claſs and 

band rules, there are ſo many things in them which do not 
refer to doctrine, that are either never thought of, or only 


f 

1 in other places, would it not be well to lay them afide— 
Wh Is the ſermon called © The Almoſt Chriſtian,” exactly ac- 
FRF cording to the ſcriptures ? Are there no expreſſions in the 
. 1 fermon called © The Lord our Righteouſneſs,” that ſpeak of 
1 Chriſt's own perſonal righteouſneſs being imputed to us? 
1 A doctrine which he objected to in many parts of his works. 
1 Are there no paſſages in the ſermon on Rom. viii. 1. 
{: '  _ Which border upon Antinomianiſm . — And are there not 
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13 conſidered as laughable, that, in my judgment, it would 

7 4 be hetter to reviſe and alter, than ſuffer our connexion to 

1H be reproached ſo very juſtly by continuing them? Were 

1 the people requeſted to examine every thing I mentioned, 
115 and could point out in leaders“, quarterly, and diſtrict 

bt meetings, any thing that militates againſt the ſcriptures, 

! 1 or the avowed doctrines of Methodiſm, would there be any 

1 harm in laying them aſide? Would it not be for the 

{244 glory of God, and the advantage of our cauſe, to do 

TIF at ? 

W's. | Theſe. 
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Theſe worthy fathers attempt to make this ridiculous by 
_ faying, * claſs meetings, quarterly and diſtrict meetings, 
would be turned into diſputing clubs—neither preachers 
nor leaders would: be allowed to know or Jody e for them 


ſelves, what doctrine they are to teach an eve, bat are 
to be directed by the majority of the people in theſe par- 
ticulars. Here you have one pretty remarkable ſpecimen and 
prominent feature of his plan, &c.“ Pray, what has all this 
to do with my plan? It is a ſhadow they are attacking, 
to amuſe themſelves, and to keep the people from hav- 


ing right views of the ſubject. It is impoſiible, without 


torturing the paſſage, to make it declare, that according to 
my plan, © himſelf, and all his brethren in the ab: 1) 0 
ſhould refer their doctrines: to the diſcuſſion, and determina- 
tion of their hearers, and ſhould alter it from time to time, 
at their wilt and pleaſure, A propoſition, ſo extravagant 
and ridiculous, that no perſon would poſſibly have made it, 
who had any proper knowledge of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
or of human nature, or the zpr:ghtne/s, dijinteretedneſs, fide- 
liiy, and courage eſſential to the character of a niniſter of 
C5hrift, and fteward of the myſteries o God. This © extras 
vagant propoſition,” is not mine. It is raiſed up by Mr. 
Benſon to attack and conquer. Nothing I have ſaid leads 
to ſuch an abſurdity, How ealy it is, by putting our own 
ideas to a ſubject, to make it ridiculous, and then to blame 
our opponent for it. This has been the conduct of my 
worthy fathers in this place. | | Ws. 

It appears, my ignorance-is £onſpicuous in the paſſage 
they have been attacking + but more eſpecially, in placing 
the head of a furious animal, at the top of the Londen 
Bull. If the Pope's edicts were called bulls, becauſe ther 
were given under his bulla or ſeal, was not the edi ſent 
to arreſt me, given under the hand and ſeal of ten preach- 
ers? And was not the figure emblematical * Did not 
this Methodiſtical Bull foam with fury and rage againſt me? 


Was not its horns deſigned to puſh me out of the con- 
nexion | TEN 


They ſay, as to impudence, there needs no other 


proof of this, than his audacious treatment of the memory 


of Mr. Weſley ; and his repeated and ungrounded attacks on 


ſo many of his fathers and brethren, whoſe characters have : 


been irreprehenſible and venerable for above half a cen- 
tury.“ Pray have I, or theſe worthy fathers, treated Mr. 
3 | D 2 Welley's 
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Weſley? $ memory with the greateſt audanciouſneſs ? The 
have repreſented him dying infolyent—publiſhed that they 
have had his debts to pay, out of the preachers fund 
money, when they know in their conſciences, he left 
five or ſix thouſand pounds more in book: ſtock, to help 
the connexion with, than paid his Jegacies. I have not 
by repeated and ungrounded. attacks,” injured my fa- 
thers and brethren. This cannot be my proved from any 
thing [have written. 

They ſay, He has been guilty of breach of truſt, and 
that in a matter of the greateſt - importance, in that, as this 
Addreſs demonſtrates, he has deceived the confidence re poſ- 
ed in him by Mr. Weſley and the brethren, and has vio- 
lated the engagements entered into at his admiſſion, and 
at the conference after Mr. Weſley's death. 

At the time of my trial, breach of truſt was confined to 
my publiſhing an extract, in the title page of the London 

Bull, from a private letter written by Dr. Coke. But 
when the Doctor became my warm oppoſer, the preachers 
could not make this a crime, as the letter was not of a na- 
ture that required ſecrecy. I am now charged with deceiv- 
ing the confidence of Mr. Weſley. Was I not ſubject to 
Ir. Weſley, not for wrath, but for conſcience ſake, while 
le lived ? And though I am repreſented as lying ſtill, 
for obvious reaſons,” during his Þ fe, I can aſſure the rea- 
der, had I then ſeen things i in the ſame light as 1 do now, 
nothing would have reſtrained my pen. But the principal 
grievances we complain of, are thoſe which have been 
manifeſt fince his death. I have neither directly nor indi- 
rectly deceived the confidence of that great mah. It ap- 
pears, that theſe worthy fathers conſider, if they can only- 
drag his name into the diſpute, it will ſupply the want of 
a number of arguments. It is become ſo very common 
now, that the. people are not capable of being impoſed 
on by it. When I agreed to follow the plan Mr. Welley 
left us & his death, it was with the pureſt motives. As that 
plan requires us to follow tle openings of divine provi- 
dence, I truſt, this has been my endeavour, ſince the 
year. 1791, 
If the fathers and brethren of that conference TALL EY | 
I ſhould not venture to oppoſe any meaſure that they might 
be kind enough to eſtablith, my agreeing to follow the 
* left us by Mr. Weiley, by no means required this at 


my 


(4 ) 

my hand. As an honeſt man, I had a right to point out 

to our people, the evils that threaten their deſtruction, 
and to call upon them to come forward, and help in having 
them removed. I have deceived the confidence of no 
man, in writing upon the evils that are found in our 
body. I know many perſons think it ſingular, that the 
only travelling preacher, that ever came from Epworth, the 
place where Meſſrs. Weſleys were born, ſhould come for- 
ward and point out a number of evils which are found in 
our body, and propoſe a radical cure. They conſider the 
ſame fountain as ſending forth bitter and ſweet waters. 
Whatever may be thought by ſome on this ſubject, I 
conſider it an honour to be born in the fame town that gave 
birth to Meſſrs. Weſleys, and I hope I have been following 
the leadings of divine providence in my contracted ſphere, 
in what I have done to bring about a redreſs of grievances, 
as Meſſrs. Weſleys did when they ſought to reform the nati- 
onal church. And as they rejoiced when they were wor- 
thy to be caſt out of the church, and went preaching the, 
goſpel where a door opened; ſo I rejoice, that I am 
counted worthy to be caft out of the conference for what I 
have done, and hope to preach wherever the Lord directs 
my way. | 1 | 

They fay, © As to , or uttering fanders or untruths, 
whether he knew them to be ſuch or not, this is alto. but 
too amply proved in this publication, as it was alſo at the 
conference, before one hundred and fifty witneſſes. | 
If this was proved ſo well in the conference, why have the 
preachers refuſed to publiſh the account? No perſon can 
ſuppoſe it was out of tenderneſs to me, but rather from 
another cauſe. If this pamphlet prove me a liar in ſo many 
inſtances, it is a little ſingular, that they cannot be made 
out, when their declarations are properly examined. | 

They ſay, Some of you, however, are of opinion, that 
he is fincere, and means well in all the ſteps he has taken, 
having no intention of making a diviſion among the people, 
We confeſs, we thought ſo ourſelves till lately, and there- 
fore have been the leſs ſevere upon him. But we now ſee 
cauſe to alter our judgment, and that for the following 
reaſons : 5 3 
1. If he be ſincere, and believe himſelf, what he pub- 
liſhes to the world, reſpecting the corruption, oppreſſion, and 
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of our conduct, why does he ſeek ſo earneſtly to labour in 
K ( PHT 37 apy; be 
2. © If he mean well, and have no intention to make a 
diviſion in the ſocitties; why does he uſe ſuch art to render 
himſelf popular, and attach a party to himſelf, and that 
among the truſtees and preachers, as well as people, not in 
the leaſt regarding the ſtrife, contention, and ſubſequent 
convulſion this may make in the ſocieties? That he may 
induce the people to favour him, he compliments them on 
their good ſenſe, and tells them, It is heir cauſe he is 
pleading, and that on that account he is expelled, &c.? | 
His judgment of the truſtees and of their power, you are, 
ſome of you at leaſt, no ſtrangers to, &c. What buſineſs 
had he, a young, unexperienced ſtripling, to meddle 
either with the truſtees at Briſtol, or in London, &c. 
Bat it is not among the people and truſtees only, but among 
the preachers alſo, that he endeavours to gain a party to 


himſelf. For this purpoſe, he labours to excite the envy 


of the younger preachers againſt their ſenior brethren.”— 
They want to make it out, that in the paſſages quoted 
from my pamphlets upon diſhoneſty, &c. that I moſt cer- 
tainly allude to the ſenior brethren, and them oz. | 
No can he ſuppoſe they are ſo ignorant, or ſo thoughtleſs, 
as to attach themſelves to a man, who thus undeſervedly, 
and without ſo much as a ſhadow of a reaſon, reproaches 
them? &c. What Mr. K 's intentions are in all 
this, we apprehend, is ſufficiently apparent. He is mani- 
feitly doing his utmoſt to make diviſions ; nor can his 
proceedings, in the nature of things, have any other ten- 
dency, &c.“ | 

Upon this paſſage let us remarks, 1. I have not re- 
preſented the preachers in general, in the horrid light this 
paſſage holds out. That is, as a *fet of knaves and ty-- 
rants.“ Do © I ſeek earneſtly to labour in connexion with the 
preachers? upon any other ground than a radical reform ?— 
If they would eſtabliſh a plan, calculated to fatisfy the peo- 
ple, and ſuffer them to know how their own affairs are 
managed, this would induce me to wiſh to live and die 
with them. It is poſſible for me to © mean well,“ and at the 


ſame time, to plead for a redreſs of greivances. If any 
thing has made me popular, it is not my © art,” but the 
ſteps the conference, and a few leading preachers ſince that 
time, have taken, which have made me ſo. I can aſſure the 
: Ee. preachers, 


7 


8 - 


preteen, that J am not ſtriving to divide the ſocieties.— 
ſhould infinitely prefer an union upon good grounds. 
And if that could be eſtabliſhed, I would chearfully retire 
into a private ſituation, rather than be an hindrance to ſuch 
an union, 3 Ee EST 7 2 
2. I have not baſely complimented the people to get 
them on my fide, It is on their account that I ſuffer, whe- 
ther the preachers will -believeat or not. Had I kept out 
of their view the. evils that are found in the connexion, 
my plan might have been retained. The ſenſible part of 
the connexion ſee this, and are reſolved to take ſuch lieps 
as may convince the leading preachers, that when they 
act unjuſtly in expelling one of their body for declaring the | 
truth, they will ſupport the injured, as far as the goſpe! 
directs. If theſe fathers in the gofpel, could get the peo- 
ple to take part with them, and not ſtoop to examine mat- 
ters, this would lead them to renonnce me, and to ceaſe feck- 
ing a redreſs of grievances. But, as good Mr. Pawſon ſays, | 
The reign of popery is too far over and gone,“ for any f 
thing of this nature to be impoſed on the-Methodiſts. | 
3. Many of the old truſtees ſaw farther than a number of 
the people. They beheld roo much pr:e//y poaver and in- 
fluence, creeping into our connexion. When a ſtruggle 
was made to get all the chapeis into the hands of the 
preachers, they dreaded the conſequences, and many of 
them withſtood every effort that was made to bring them- 
to adopt the plan that was propoſed. Mr. Weſley, from 
the beſt of motives, might wiſh the truſtees to give up 
their power to the conference, but many of the truſtees: 
could not be reconciled to this meaſure, and therefore bi 
they refuſed ro comply with the propoſal. _ 1 K 
2. The truſtees in moſt places, Who have oppoſed the 1 
ſacrament and the ſervice in church- hours, have not done 
it ſo much out of oppofition to the people, as to check the grow- 
ing influence of the preachers. They ſaw, or thought they 
ſaw, prieftly pride behind the ſcheme, and determined to 
check it in the bud. . | = 
3. If the London truſtees had followed the moſt excellent b 
way, perhaps they would not have entered into. a law- 
ſuit. Put the preachers were the moving cauſe of that 
_ ſuit. They laid the foundation, and the truſtees avaled. 
themſelves of the laws of their country, when the ha 
their rights invaded. There appears an over-ruling pro- 
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- ( 44 ) 
vidence in permitting that ſuit, As it has Jemonfirated, that 
all the houſes are in the hands of the truſtees. They 
are the guardians of the rights of the people. The 
preachers have no power over the houſes but by the ſuf- 
ferance of the truſtees. _ | . | 
4. No perſons in the world can jukify the conduct of the 
Newcaſtle truflees. A ſecond deed was made for the Or- 
phan-houſe, about twenty years after it was built. This 
deed was not regiſtered in chancery. Mr. Weſley made a 
third deed, and appointed truſtees, a little before his 
death. Several of the old truſtees were diſſatisſied at Mr. 
Cownley's giving the ſacrament at Byker, two miles from 
Newcaſtle. One of them, being an attorney, found out 
that the fecond deed was not valid, and in conſequence of 
this, the laſt, which Mr. Weſley made a little before his 
death, was good for nothing. A gentleman, who was 
truſtee for the firſt deed, was then alive in London, The 
attorney and his friends, plotted ſecretly, got a new 
deed made, and had it ſigned over to them, by the gen- 
tleman in London. This tranſaction being ripened, was 
made known to the people on the 5th of November, 1792. 
By this meaſure, two deeds were ſet aſide, and the truſ- 
tees Mr. Weſley had appointed, were ſupplanted. | Can 
any perſon juſtify the ſteps which were taken to uſurp the 
truſt of the Orphan-houſe ? Have Iuſed too ſtrong expreſ- 
ſions on this head, in reprobating that meaſure? 
When I oppoſed the meaſures of the truſtees in Lon- 
don, Briſtol, Newcaſtle, &c. it was becauſe I thought 
they were acting againſt the rights and liberties of the 
people. Undue power, exerciſed by any part. of our 
body, has been, and ſtill is, the object of my attack. And 
whatever attempts Mr. Benſon uſes to make me inconſiſ- 
tent on this head, every impartial reader, on examining my 
pamphlets, will perceive, that I have invariably oppoſed, 
according to my ability, every thing that was calculated, 
in either truſtees or preachers, to oppreſs the people. — 
6. To prove the truth of this aſſertion, I ſhall quote a 
paſſage from the Progreſs of Liberty, upon the ſubje&t :— 
Preachers, truſtees, leaders, and ſtewards, in a religious 
point of view, are no more than brethren to the private 
members. They are more than brethren in one point of 


view : they are their ſervants for Chriſt's ſake.— In 


this ſenſe we dare not call any perſon our Maſter, but 
| Chriſt, 


6 45 +) 

Chrift, and we are all brethren in him: this gives every 
ſociety, let its members be many or few, an unalienable 
right to worſhip God as they pleaſe. Every ſociety in 
our connexion has a right to determine, what hours are 
moſt ſuitable for public worſhip?—where and how the fa- 
crament ſhall be adminiſtered, &c. &c. And à majority in 
every ſociety ought always to be fairly obtained, before 
any thing of importance is determined. As no fociety ts 
ſo large but it may aſſemble in the place appointed for 
public worſhip, the faireſt and moſt” equitable way of 
knowing the minds of the people, would be by ſtating the 
ſabje& properly, not endeayouring to bias their judgment 
any way, and then leaving them at full liberty to vote 
_ which way they pleaſe. . 3 9 5 . 5 5 
- © The votes could not be ſo well collected by the leaders: 
though in ſome caſes this might be ſubmitted to, when the 
whole ſociety could not aſſemble: if the majority ſhould 
determine for ſervice in church hours—the ſacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper—baptiſm—and burial of the dead, by 
our own preachers, it would be a fin in the fight of God to 
hinder them from enjoying their privileges. No truſtees, 
ſtewards, leaders, or even preachers, could prevent them, 
without taking the place 6f Chriſt, and lording it over 
God's heritage. We have all an equal right to vote in 
theſe matters, as we are all redeemed by Chriſt, and 
have all a ſoul to ſave, equally precious in the fight of 
God, with the ſouls of our truſtee-brethren. The minority 
have always a right to do as they pleaſe: if they can ſub- 
mit, ſaying, The will of the Lord be done, all will be well. 
If they cannot, they may worſhip in church hours, receive 
the ſacrament, '&c. &c. as they have done: and in every 
thing elſe be uniced to their brethren in the bonds of the 
goſpel. If the conference, a body of truſtees, or any 
perſon or number of perſons, prevent a ſociety from hav- 
ing the privilege of determining theſe matters it is yr any 

on their part, and oppreſſion to the people. 1 
Had Mr. Benſon quoted this paſſage at full length, he 
would have placed my ſentiments fairly before the people. 
But taking detached parts from different pamphlets, 
written on different occaſions, and placing them before the 
people in the manner he has done, is far from acting the 
part of a fair opponent. If Mr. Benſon and his brethren, 
could work upon the paſſions of the truſtees, and get them 
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vent their future uſefulneſs. I hope 


( 46 ) 


on their fide; it would be a great acquiſition. But the 
- truſtees are wiſer than to be led into a ſnare that would, in 


the end, prove hurtful to the cauſe of Methodiſm. 
I would Kill adviſe the people to converſe freely with lead - 
ers, truſtees, and ſtewards on the ſubjects alluded to, and 
they will hear from many of them, ſuch narratives, as will. 
ſufficiently convince them, that I have not exaggerated, in 
the accounts publiſhed in my pamphlets. T9 
It is very curious how thets worthy fathers can make it 
out, that all the charges reſpecting ſwindling, are only ap- 
plicable to the young preachers.——l am repreſented as 


endeavouring to ſtir them up to envy the old preachers 


their fituations, Having ſigned my expulſion at the ſacra- 
ment table (I mean thoſe that were at the laſt conference) 
how can they recede from that act, ſo neceſſary for the wel 
fare of the people? They are ſuppoſed nat to be © ſo.igno- 
rant or thoughtleſs to attach themſelves to a man, who has 


undeſervedly, and without ſo much as the ſhadow of a rea- 


ſon, reproached them.” Why do they purſue this way to- 
guard the young preachers? Would not truth prevail on 


them more than this ſophiſtry? If the young preachers 


With to have the confidence of the people, they will not 


. Tuffer the golden chain of the rules of the preachers? fund, to 


bind them from thinking and acting as miniſters of Chriſt. 
Should they join the few that govern, to ſupport their 
meaſures, and loſe the Confidence of the people by it, 
they may have to grapple with many things, that will pre- 

they will look beyond 
the preſent year, and conſider the ſtate the Methodiſt con- 
nexion may be in, in a few months or years. The prudent 
man foreſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf, while the ſimple 
paſs on and are puviſhed, _ „ 

A ſnare is laid for the preachers throughout the con- 
nexion, by a letter from the Mancheſter diſtrict meeting. 
The following is an exact copy of it: 8 


Max cRESTER, Dec. 2, 1796. 
Very dear Brethren, 
„ You will ſee by theſe minutes, that we have been 


under the diſagreeable neceſſity of calling a diſtrict meet- 


ing ; at which, among other things, 1t has been ys Fas 
| 2 + „ 


| „„ | 

fome aſfert © there are many of the preachers who do not | 

. approve of the conferepce rules or laws; nor of the | 
power veſted in the conference. On this diverſity of 
ſentiment, ſome think our preſent uneaſineſs is founded. 
We are of opinion, that this mutter ought to be put 

out of doubt; and therefore we wiſh you to uſe w 

means you think beſt to get the judgment of every preacher 
in your d iſtrict on tlleſe two important points. When you 
have recerved their unequivocal ſentiments, be kind enough 
to fend them to Mr. PAWSON, that when all come to hand, 
he may publiſh them to the connexion; 1 n 


Fs. 


ba 

y | 1 

4 * Signed in behalf of the Meeting, 

. 175 54k A. MATHER. 

4 C 
P. S. We entreat you to do this without delay.” | 

rs . | FO, ; 

0 £277 es 

» On this letter let us remark, 1. By what authority 
5d do theſe brethren break the rules of the laſt conference, 
1＋ in printing and publiſhing their minutes with this letter? 
Its 2. Have they a right to requeſt the preachers to give 
3 their © unequivocal ſentiments? upon this ſubject, before the 
me - next conference? Is not this meaſure a proof, that a 
+ few leading preachers are graſping after dominion over 
70 the reſt of their brethren? | 

J 3. If the preachers comply, what ſhall they write? 
2 Their own free ſentiments, or diſguiſe their views, in 


| words of a double meaning? If they ſay they approve 
* of all the laws and rules of the conference, and of the 

power the preachers exerciſe, will not the people conſider 

them as acting under the influence of a Few men againſt 
6 their intereſts? And will not this wean the hearts of ſen- 
ible people from them? If they write freely upon the ſub- 
ject. will they not give offence to the ruling party? May 


So not this ftep cauſe them to be ſuſpected, and be a means of 
. injuring them in ſuture? | | 
that 4. If Mr. Pawſon receive the © unequivocal ſentiments? 


of the preachers, will he be obliged to publiſh them?— 
. Will 
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father, and uſurps authority over the people at large. 


( 


Will he not rather be at liberty to circulate thoſe that are 
the moſt favourable to his views, and either not mention 
the others, or do it in a way that will prevent their ſenti- 
ments from being known? ? 1 


5. Is it poſſible for any real good to ariſe out of this 
ſcheme? If the preachers declare themſelves of one mind 
in this matter, and all approve of the rules and laws of the 
conference, will not ſenſible people ſuppoſe they have en- 


tered into a combination againſt them? Will not this in- 


creaſe jealouſy, and haften diviſion and tumult ? If their 
ſentiments conſiderably vary, will not this be attended with 
diſpute and altercation among themfelves? If mutilated 
accounts of what they write be publiſhed, will not this oc- 
caſion a number of things painful and diſtreſſing to the 
preachers ? | By | 


6. In whatever light this letter is viewed, it holds out 
ſnares to preachers, and is calculated to injure the con- 
nexian. -It will be happy for thofe preachers, who take 
no notice of it, but continue their circuits, without paying 
undue homage to any number of men, that may act as a ſelf 


, 


created head over them. 


The following is a curicus paſſage :—* We beg leave to 
ak, whom they would with the connexion to be governed 
b-? the fathers or the children? If bythe fathers, whether 
by thoſe who have been employed'in the work from the 
beginning, and have had the experience of thirty or forty 
years, or thoſe, that, like him, are only of yeſterday.— 
But how can theſe ſenior brethren, he ſpeaks of, be ſaid to 
govern the connexion, when it is well known they have 


' wiſhed, for three or four vears paſt, to have a government 


of ſome kind eſtabliſhed, as a dernier reſort, in the intervals 
of conference, but have not been able to obtain it, the 
younger brethren, who are more in number, always ear- 
ry ing the point again them.“ 8 
Upon this paſſage let us remark, I. I have ſhown in a for- 
mer number, that the preſent Methoditt preachers are not the 


| fathers of the people. Perhaps not of more than one tenth 


of them. And ſuppoſing they were, ſince the connexign is 
come to mate ity, they have no right to rule without being 
appointed by the people. The Pope is called papa, or 


It is a little fingular, that Methodiſt preachers ſhould fol- 
| low 
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low popiſh maxima, and with, by calling themſelyes the fa- 


thers of the people, to govern them without their conſent. 

2. Theſe warthy fathers, that have travelled thirty or 
forty years, conſider themfelves as qualified to govern, 
abundantly better than thoſe like me, of yeſterday,” who 
have only travelled about twelve years. Fathers generally 
have a good opinion of their own abilities. Perhaps ſome 


that have not trayelled half ſo long, may be as capable of 


governing as themſelves. But who requires ruſers and go- 
vernors in the church, to take the place of Chriſt, and ex- 
erciſe dominion over the people? As this is extremely 
unneceſſary, ſo it js abſurd, in the higheſt degree. | 
very diſtrict may manage its own affairs till the conference 
return. And to create offices in the church, unknown in 
the ſcriptures, is dangerous to vital religion. Jeſus Chriſt 
ſays, we have only himſelf for our Maſter. We are all 
brethren. . | A 155 oY | 
3. Here we have an open confeſſion, that for three or 
four years, theſe worthy fathers have been ſeeking to eſ- 
tabliſh a goyernment, - as © a dernier reſort,” to exerciſe au- 
thority over the preachers and people, from conference to 
conference. Would they have acknowledged this two 
vears ago.? If they have been ſeeking this, under different 
forms, it is happy for the connexion that they have nat 
found it. Their younger brethren being more in number, 
lave, prevented their deligns. We ſuppoſed they wanted 
8 reign as princes in our Iſrael, and therefore prevented 

the evil. | 5 E 
4. Have not Meſſrs. Mather, Pawſon, and Benſon for 
many years, fixed themſelves, according to their own 
pleaſure, without the people being conſulted? Are they 
not rich in compariſon af many, or moſt of their brethren ? 
And are there not a number of preachers, equally. qualified 
ſor large, rich circuits, that have grieved to ſee themſelves 
ghee or neglected? Cannot theſe worthy fathers recol- 
t, that many hints of this uature have been thrown out 
by different preachers, and by the people in many places? 
If theſe things have not reached their ears, others have 
heard complaints of this nature, and been grieved on ac- 

caunt of them. „ 

Perhaps there is not a part in the pamphlet, which ought 

o be more execrated, 1 following quotation: 8 
| | | 1 


5 
As to his inſinuations reſpecting ourſelves, we deſpiſe, 
and ſhould take no notice of them, but for the ſake of the 
people, whoſe ſuſpicions and prejudices they are intended 
to excite ; we would obſerve, we care not how much every 
Claſs of readers, whether of Thomas Paine's or Alexander 
Kilham's muſhroom- productions, or of the equally ⁊well- 
meant, though leſs noticed efforts of That pigmy tribe of ſerib- 
blers, of which Salford, Aſhton, and the neighbourhood 
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have been ſo prolific of late. We care not, we ſay, 
how much they © converſe with the truſtees, ſtewards, and 
leaders of our ſocieties.” All, we are well aſſured, ſave 


114 the profeſſed diſciples Thomas Paine, will bear witneſs 
1 to the integrity, and upright conduct of the Methodiſt 
| 4 preachers. One thing, however, may comfort us, and 
I that is, that there is little likelyhood of his drawing off 
it 4 any, but thoſe whoſe views accord with his own in po- 
bs - - litics as well as religion, and we are not aſſured but it will 
1484 be abundantly beſt for the whole connexion, that perſons 
TH y . of this deſcription ſhould leave us. Some of them having 
1 4 caught Mr. K 's ſpirit, and imbibed his /evelling 
\ 1 i principles, for ſome "time have been, and, we have reaſon 
ws 7 nti be diſturbers of the body, and 
No to believe, would continue to be n body, 
. promoters of ſtrife and contention, and that about matters 
14 ? | of no moment, or ſuch as might eaſily be regulated in 
5 A another and more peaceable way:. Fes 

bY Upon this paſſage let us remark, 1. What has our plan 
if Bf to do with the politics of the nation? And why have they 
1 dragged in Mr. Paine, but to make the people fear leſt we 
bw + ſhould be dangerous perſons to countenance? Is not this 
1887 attack extremely unkind, not to ſay unchriſtian ? 
WM. 2. I can poſitively contradiR this afſertion,—* All but 
Wd the profeſſed diſciples of Thomas Paine, will bear witneſs 
if il to the integrity and upright conduct of the Methoditt 
Wo preachers.“ There are thouſands in our connexion, thas 
4 are no more diſciples of Thomas Paine, than Meſſrs. Ma- 
ah ther, Pawſon, and Benſon, who are as warm 1n oppoling the, 
1 ; undue power and influence of the Methodiſt preachers, as 
111 any other claſs of men in our body. They queſtion the 
TH 5 integrity and uprightneſs of the preachers as much or 
[14 more, than others do of a different ſentiment ; and what is 
be more ſtrange, theſe worthy fathers know it 1s ſo. 5 
41 3. My « levelling principles,” it is true, would baniſh 
„ the idea of Methodiſtical biſhops executive heads— 
'4Þ | building 


0 | 51 0 


building committees of preachers, and bring Methodiſm 


equal to primitive chriſtianity, in every point were it poſ- 


fible. And the perſons who have © imbibed my ſpirit,” are 
al ing / / : 
4. It ſeems a dubious caſe, whether it would not be beſt 
for perſons” of this deſcription to leave us. Perhaps it 
would be dangerous to put them away. If they could be 
provoked to retire, then all things might go on as uſual, un- 
leſs others were to riſe up and imbibe their ſpirit. 
5. The matters we contend for, are repreſented of © no 
moment.“ Is it of no moment for the preachers to have the 
power and influence they poſſeſs, as it is deſcribed at the 
beginning of this anſwer ? If the peace and proſperity of 
a large part of our body be of no moment, then this aſſer- 
tion is true, Bur if the welfare and happineſs of thouſands 
—of the greateſt part of the connexion, be of moment, it 
is certainly neceſſary to contend lawfully for the privileges 
J....k(;; 8 
6. It is eafter to call my pamphlets © muſhroom-produc- 
tions, and the Mancheſter, Salford, Afhten, &c. friends 
4 piemy tribe of fcribblers,” than to anſwer what we have 
publiſhed. It is not always men of learning and renown, 
that do the moſt good to their fellow creatures. mT 
7. We never wiſhed a total alteration of our doctrine, 


and diſcipline.” We only wiſh thoſe laws and rules that 


are contrary to the ſcriptures, and the rights of the peo- 

ple, to bein a! revolutionary ſtate. Then, perhaps, in due 
time, they would be renounced, and others eſtabliſhed, ac- 
cording to the direction of fcriptures. penis, us as 

wanting a total change of doctrine and 

affect weak minds, but the falfity of the opinion is too 

glaring to be admitted, by thoſe who have candidly read 

what we have publiſhed.  —* e 


If the following words could be depended on, it would 


be happy for our people :—* We are bold to ſay, and you 
may depend upon it, that the conference are diſpoſed to 
give you, and the whole body, all the fatisfaction that can 
reaſonably be deſired, reſpecting every part of our eco- 
nomy.” 155 | „ 
7 Was not this declaration made uſe of to the delegates laft 
conference? And yet, were ever laws enacted more arbi« 
trary, and more oppreſſive than the preachers made at that 
time? Is it not reaſonable _ delegates ſhould attend, 
| 2 | both 


iſcipline, may 
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1 both diſtrict meetings and the conference, and would not 
1 3 

1 


this give ſatisfaction, were they allowed to act in union 
with the eee ? Can their old aſſertion be true, or 
the people depend on it, while they uſe every ſcheme in their 
power, to have ſecret diſtrict meetings, and a ſecret con- 
ference? | | 3 
There is ſomething very artful in the following expreſ- 
ions : We ſhall, as heretofore—at the recommendation 
of the leaders, or a majority of them, nominate perſons to 
take accounts of all the weekly and quarterly receipts 
and diſburſements. We ſhall admit, from time to time, to 
act as local preachers, thoſe whom the leaders and ſtewards, 
or local preachers, name and recommend. As heretofore, 
they will receive any addreſs, in any circuit or diſtrict, by 
word or writing, from any truſtees, leaders, ſtewards, 
local preachers, or even private members of a diſtrict. 
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lied for the work, he may be mentioned at the conference. 
Now the general meeting of the conference, as well as the 


r 


. Here, the caſe of any perſon that has already been an ap- 
li proved local preacher, and n to travel, and is pro- 
1 perly recommended, ſuppoſe by a majority of the leaders 
it} or local preachers of a ſociety or circuit, where he refides, 
| ſhall be conſidered, that if he be judged called, and qua- 
1 
ö 
, 


4 


115 particular one of the diſtrifts, will always be open to the 
1 addreſſes and applications of any individual truſtee, leader, 
it! : ſteward, local preacher, or private member, as well as to 
1 f any number of each, and due attention, we believe, will be 
14 paid to ſuch addreſſes or applications. 
150 Have the conference made any laws to bind the preach- 
1 ers to act according to theſe declarations ? or will they 
ws make laws to bind themſelves on this head? Have they 
We heretofore appointed leaders and ſtewards, by the concur- 
1 rence of a majority of the leaders and ſtewards of the places 
1 where ſuch appointments took place ? If they receive ad- 
Fas dreſſes, &. from leaders, &c. as heretofore, will they 
We. not alſo burn and deſtroy them as heretofore If a 
ih  , preacher be ever ſo well recommended to a difrict meet- 
li 15 ing, do they not reſerve a power to accept or rejet him 
6 1 in the conference, when he is recommended there 
1 Is there any thing like poſitive law in this matter? Is it 
j 7 not deſigned to impoſe upon the people, as though they had 
We purſued this plan, when it is known they have ated con- 
14TH EZ, ; | trary 
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trary to it in a thouſand inſtances?—Inſtances which are 
well known in a vaſt number of circuits. 7 

Vet theſe worthy fathers aſk, © what can you object to 
this? What is there unreaſonable or unſcriptural in this plan 
of proceeding; wherein can it be altered for the better? 


If you ſay, it is liable to abuſe, we own it. But we aſk, 


what is not? Is there—or was there ever—or can there 
be any plan or ſyſtem, civil or religious, which is not, or 
has not been liable to abuſe? Is not the ſyſtem of chriſ- 
tianity— is not the work of God himſelf, whether in na- 
ture or in grace, liable to abuſe, and is it not abuſed daily? 


Was not the economy of heaven itſelf abuſed, and that by 


angels? All that we can do, dear brethren, is to guard 
againſt abuſes of every kind, as far as human prudence or 
forefight can go, or to remedy them when they occur.— 
This we have done from year to year, and, by the help of 
God, purpoſe to continue to do. And in this we deſire 
both your prayers and advice, from time to time.” _ 


On this paſſage let us remark, 1. This plan which they 


allude to, is not eſtabliſhed by poſitive law. The preachers 
can ſet it aſide when they pleaſe. A great number of them 


hardly ever attend to it. When they do, it is not of 'nece/- 
ic but of choice. . ; | 


- 


2. The ſyſtem I have deſcribed in the beginning of this. 
Anſwer, exiſts in all its force, And it is both © unreaſon- 
able and unſcriptural.? | | 2 

3. It muſt either be altered for a better, or Mathodiſm 


will ſoon be at (what Mr. Rodda calls) its ze plus ultr@—— + 


its final end. | ; FI 
4. If the beſt of ſyſtems have been abuſed by angels and 
men, is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Methodift preachers 
are exalted above both, and on a bad ſyſtem ean act up- 
rightly ? If the preachers, on the ſyſtem we oppole, 
were to act in every thing according to the ſcriptures, we 
might juſtly ſuppoſe them to be more than mon — if not 

more than angels? | 

5. Do the preachers endeavour * to remedy from year 
to year” what is wrong? or do they keep adding more op- 
preſſive laws and rules to thoſe which exiſt, to the great in- 
jury. of the rights of the people ? 
„ E 3 Having, 
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1 SPECS 
Having gone through the pamphlet, and noticed moſt, 
of the parts, which are <vorthy of. obſervation, J ſhall con- 


clude, with a few obſervations: * . 
Obſerve 1. Meſſrs. Mather, &c. hint at my obſcure ſitu- 
ation, and the circumſtances attending it. Perhaps it 
was equal to what our bleſſed Redeemer and his apoſtles 
were bleſſed with. Born of *< pious and honeſt parents“ 
in the ſame town that gave birth to Mr. Weſley, is to me 
a ſource of cthankfulnefs, to the God of my mercies. Had 
J ſet myſelf up for a gentleman, and acted out of character, 
this might have been alledged as a crime againſt me. 
I apprehend, that the birth of my opponents, and their 
early ſituations in life, were not ſuperior to mine. Was it 
ſo with any of the three that appear to reflect on me on 
this account? It is not birth, nor ſituation in early life, 
that are ſo much to be noticed, as the improvement we 
make in our different ſpheres afterwards. _ l 
2. I am repreſented as having been of little or no uſe 
to the connexion. In a private letter, Mr. Pawſon made 
it out, that I had been inſtrumental, with the help of a 
number of colleagues, of adding one hundred and ten to 
the ſociety. But here he has reduced the number to thirty. 
About fifteen preachers added this number to the ſociety 
in 11 or 12 years. Two for each perſon. Does not Mr. 
Pawſon in ſome of his diſcourſes inform his hearers, that 
a ſoul is worth a thouſand worlds. Now, if I have been 
inſtrumental in converting two perſons, is not this at qui- 
ſition of as much value as two thouſand worlds? But does 
Mr. Pawſon argue fairly on the ſubject? Does he ſuppoſe 
that none died in the 11 years he alludes to? Or that none 
left the Methodiſts and joined the Diſſenters? Or that 
none which we found in the claſs- papers, were put out of 
connexion for their immoral conduct? Or that none left the 
ſociety in Newcaſtle on account of Mr. Cownley's giving 
the ſacrament? Or that a few left on account of my writ- 
ing the Progreſs of Liberty ? 5 3 : 
{f theſe were numbered, they would make the thirty fe- 
veral hundreds. Mr. Pawſon, with a ſneer, may lay, 
* ſudge then of the uſefulneſs of thoſe who are ſo much his 
inferiors, and then ſay, where have all the people in the con- 
nexion come from? Who has begotten me theſe?” © (See. 

the 10 1ſt and 102d pages of the Monitor.) 
5 3. They 


* 
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3. They repreſent me as ruining the cavſe of God. 
hat the progreſs of ſtrife and contention was ſuch, in my 
laſt circuit and in the neighbourhood, as you can only have 
an imp rfect idea of x Sant in compariſon. of what you 
would have, had you been in thoſe parts, or had you 
head the affecting accounts given of them by Mr. Hunter.” 
Now, I call this hearſay evidence. Mr: Hunter praiſed 
both the Progreſs of Liberty and the Newcaſtle Addreſs, 
till he oa. the ſentiments of the leading preachers; and 
as he is nearly at his journey's end, he thought it right to 
ſubmit to their judgment, and enter his proteſt againſt me. 
The violent oppoſition of the London preachers and others, 
was the cauſe of any thing particularly affecting 
And J am bold to affirm, that Alnwick circuit, and the 
Circuits in that neighbourhood, were very far from being 
in the ſtate theſe preachers have repreſented them, on my 
account, or on any other account. Though enquiry, Nrife, 
_ diſputes, diviſions, &c. &c. are laid to my account, yet l 
am fully perſuaded, every thinking perſon will trace thein 
to another ſource; and we may be allowed to propheſy, 
that they will never have an end, until the preachers will 
adopt a more excellent plan. 2 
Mr. Benſon may declare, I have opened and raked up 
ſinks repeatedly, and to the very bottom. — That I tear 
limb from limb the members of the myſtical body of the 
Lord leave them bleeding to death cover the ground 
with the diſlocated and fractured bones their mangled 
fleſh, and quivering members.? | | 
Theſe expreſſions are more calculated to make a butcher 
ſick, than te enlighten the minds of the followers of.Chritt. 
If Mr. Benfon conſidered his audience, he would not 
make uſe of ſuch low metaphors in his preaching, as be 
frequently does; and he would carefully avoid it in 
Writing | | 2 | | 
Mr. Thomas Taylor, who now is a violent oppoſer of 
me and my friends, did once write the ſentiments of his 
heart, when himſelf, and a number of his brethren, were 
oppoſed and perſecuted. : | 
F ſhall beg leave to quote a paſſage or two from his 
work, and leave the reader to apply them :—* As for giv- 
ing offence, we cannot help that: we know the carnal 
mind 13 enmity againſt God; and fo is the friendſhip of 
; | this 


| (YI 
this world. The meſſages the prophets were charged with, 
are often ſtiled bardens, becauſe-they were calculated t 


= ive offence, yet they were charged to be faithful in de- 
. Ag them. Deut. iv. 2. and x. 30. Rev. xxii. 18, 19.— 
1 fer. i. 7. Ezek. xxxüii. 1, 10. Did not ous Lord give of- 
1 fence both in life and doctrine? Did he not fay, I am come 
i = to ſend fire on the earth? Yet he was holy, harmleſs, and 
| undefiled ; and in his mouth was no guile. Did not his. 


apoſtles give offence ? And who were offended more than 
tae jews : efpectally their rulers and teachers? Did not 
the primitive chriſtians give offence ? As likewiſe the 
IWaldenſes and Albigenſes, thoſe firſt reformers from popery 
and ſuperſtition. Dia. not Luther and the reſt of the re- 
formers give offence? Did not the non-conformitſts give 
offence; yea, even Mr. Weſley's anceſtors, His great 
grand father, Bartholomew Weſley ; his grand father, John 
Weſley, and his grand father by his mother, Pr. Aneſſey; did 
not theſe men give offence ta church bigots, for which they | 
ſaffered the ſpoiling of their goods, yea, moreover, bonds 
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55 and impriſonments ? — And finally, I'afſk, who has given 

. greater offence in this age, than Mr. Weſley himſelf?“ 

Hy I would fay to all the Merhodiſts—beware of a perſe- 

1p cuting ſpirit ; and beware of every thing that wears the 

11 appearance of compulſion! It ſtrongly indicates, that if 

if | ſuch had bonds and impriſonments at their command, they 

11 would put them in force againſt ſueh as differ from them. 

ny Beſides, in all ſuch caſes, violent oppoſition always defeats 

14 its own intention. No one acts freely, contrary to the = 
(kf judgment he has formed of a thing; and remember, 
150 where the Spirit of the Lord is, THERE IS LIBERT .! 

44 Has Mr. Taylor forgotten his own words? 

154 5 . 9 4M 

ith 4. Mr. Pawſon declares, * that in Mr. Rider's houſe, at 

j | Mancheſter Conference, a very reſpectable perſon, of well 

1 known veracity, ſaid, I declared, if I were one of the com- 

[ mittee, I would make ſhort work of it! For I would 
give the truſtees every thing they aſked, and' yet I would 


give them nothing: for I would expreſs myſelf ſo, that 
every ſentence ſhould: be capable of a double meaning, and 
I would deceive them all.” Th: 3 

This charge is ſo notoriouſly falſe, that ſuch a vile ſen- 
timent never entered into my heart. And I call upon Mr. 
Paw ſon, ta bring forward his © woman of veracity,” and 
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take her bath ef it, if ſhe dare, in the preſence of that 
God, who will ſoon be both her judge and mine. I deny 
the charge ix toto, and call for ſubſtantial witneſs to prove 
it. If Mr. Pawſon ſdppoſes that he ean make © my name 
ſtink through the nation, by ſuch means as this, he will 
find himſelf miftaken. / n. 

It is exceedingly mortifying to him and others, to fee 
the truſtees friendly to me in many places. But this ſhare, 
deſigned to entangle them, ſhall be broken, and they ſhall 
be delivered. He may write to his friends, as he did te 
Mr. W, in Liverpool, * You may depend on it, 
that cauſe, which wants ſo much lying, ſlandering, back- 
biting, evil-ſpeaking, miſrepreſentation, &c. &T. &T.—— 
as I am infallibly certain that he and his friends are guilty 
of, to ſupport it, will not, cannot ſtand long.“ How ealy it 
would. be to retort thefe words upon himſelf and his friends! 
And it would be pofſible to add, I am infallibly certain? 
it is ſo, But would this carry any conviction of any thing 
farther, than an infallible proof of preſamption and inſo- 
lence, If I be guilty of all the evils he names, I hope thy 
friends cannot be charged with them. ' © 
As a preſumptive proof, that this woman of veracity,? 
is a falſe accuſer, I will inſert the paper I drew up as & 
proteſt againſt ſuch duplicity, which was figned by fifty 
ſeven preachers, and given to Mr. Bradford. It was at the 
{ame conference, and about the ſame time, that ſhe declared 
ſhe heard me deliver the words which Mr Pawſon hat 
publiſhed. Þ | e l 


Hondured Fathers and Brethren, 


We are extremely ferry, that any thing ſhould cauſs us 
to differ in ſentiment from a majority of the conference. 
We are ro»ſffrained to do it, from a principle 6f truth and 
honeſty. It appears to us, that no rale made in this houlg 
ſhould be capable of bearing a double meaning. We are 
ſorry to find an appearance of duplicity in ſome of our rules. 
We exceedingly object to the addition which is made to the 
firſt propoſition of reconciliation, unleſs you add to it 
Meſſrs. Thompſon, Renſon, and Bradburn's explanation of 
the word /eparation. If this be not granted, we jointly . 


enter our proteſt againſt that, and every other rule 1 the. 
| ame 
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fame nature. And intreat the preachers met in conference, 


o reſpect their character, by making their rules fo explicit 


#hat no perſon may miſunderſtand them. 
We are your affectionate brethren in the goſpel, &c. 


Now, I appeal to every reaſonable.perſon, whether it is 
-probable, that I ſhould draw up this paper, and get it ſign- 
ed by fifty. ſeven preachers, at the hazard of frowns: and 
rebuffs from the leading preachers, and on the fame day, 
or near the ſame day, make uſe of the deteſtable words that 
are palmed upon me? If this woman of veracity, come 


forward, and take her oath, it will not do, - unleſs fhe can 
bring as ſtrong evidence of my guilt, as this paper does of 


my innocence in this matter. 16 t 7288 
5. If Meſſrs. Mather, &c. come forward again, let them 
meet our principles and confute them—if they can. But 
they muſt remember, nothing but quoting poſitive  /aws, 
can overturn what we declare to be the ſtate of our affairs, as 
it alludes to the things we oppoſe. Saying, it is our gene- 
ral cuſtom, or © our rule, is nothing, unleſs there be law to 
bind.” If the controyerſy be confined to principles, it will 
ſoon be ended. A few pages will be ſufficient ro make this 
mation clears [| 4530 ee. TINS SAME 
6. The latter part of their pamphlet, I cordially agree to, 


and wiſh it may be engraven on all our hearts. Whatever 


any-perſon thinks to the contrary, I wauld a thouſand times 
ſooner ſee the Methodiſts united, on a liberal plan, than be- 
hold them divided in ſentiments and affections. Or than 
ſee the connexion rent in twain. if this would be accom- 
pliſhed, by my retiring into obſcuruy, or leaving Europe, 
I would chearfully ſubmit to it, for the general good. 


May that God, that led Iſrael throagh the wilderneſs, 


become our defence, and may he lead us into ſuch a bleſſed 
union with himſelf, and each other, that the gates of hell 
may never prevail againſt us! 7 PT Ben 
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Sar rob, MancatsTER, 16th Dec. 1796. 


FINIS. 


